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The A level subjects that I have chosen allowed me to study science in a greater 
depth and this additional understanding caused me to investigate topics outside of 
the A level syllabus.  I did so in scientific journals and books; one book in 
particular which I felt was though provoking and original was the ‘Emotional Brain’ 
by Joseph LeDoux.  This is because he challenged conventional theories on the 
source of our emotions and conducted his own research to put forward an 
alternative argument.  For example he shows us that Maclean’s Limbic System 
theory which proposed that all emotions were produced in an area of the brain 
whose centrepiece is the hippocampus, is not as complete as it appears to be and 
he guides us through the research that led him to his conclusions.  It is this 
development of ideas that makes medicine an attractive career as it is a 
perpetually evolving field of study. 
 
Having studied the scientific side of medicine, I have also researched its clinical 
aspects.  During the summer of 1998 I undertook some work experience at my 
local hospital.  I spent half my time there shadowing house officers. The first 
impression that I got from them is that their job is very hard work.  However, their 
job involved many different tasks and challenges, and even though I realised that 
it is very difficult to do anything outside medicine early on in a medical career, the 
job itself is diverse and rewarding and the constant stimulation seemed to 
overcome the feeling of tiredness.  I spent the rest of the time in the hospital as a 
ward assistant.  During this time I had a great deal of patient contact and I learnt 
how important it was to communicate well with the patients to make them feel 
more at ease. 
 
Within my school community I am a prefect and I was the first person to give a 
presentation to the rest of my year group in an assembly.  The presentation was 
on the subject of ageism and I have tried to include ethics in my background 
reading as it features prominently in my chosen career.  I also participate in the 
school debating society and I play tennis for a local club.  This year I was 
awarded a Royal Air Force flying scholarship and I will be following up this flying 
training in the hope of getting my private pilot’s license.  Another on-going project 
of mine is the building of a car.  I am in the process of making a replica of a Lotus 
Seven sports car.
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The challenge of reading psychology for me lies in its dual nature: on the one 
hand the scientific empirical basis, which impacts on and derives from all human 
behaviour, on the other, the patterns of thought and behaviour of the individual, 
child development, abnormal psychology and the whole diversity of human beings 
in their interactions in and with society. 
Neuropsychology and the human brain have been two aspects of psychology 
which have interested me – not just what the body and brain do in certain 
circumstances, but also why.  I am interested in how these ideas can also be 
linked into the social side of psychology.  I wish to read psychology as a discipline 
in itself, but as a career I have in mind educational psychology, for which the 
course will provide an invaluable basis to later professional training.  As the 
second of seven children, I have had a lot of opportunity to observe children first 
hand.  What particularly fascinates me is the way a child is socialised, how it 
develops and how it absorbs information. 
 
The Oxford and London lectures I recently attended provided me with a great deal 
of positive information about psychology at University level, particularly the 
biological and statistical basis which has complemented my own reading of books 
such as Richard Dawkins’ ‘Selfish Gene’ and Jared Diamond’s ‘Why sex is fun’ 
both of which I have enjoyed greatly.  I am aware of the demanding nature of a 
psychology course, and although, at A level, I am not taking scientific subjects, I 
am confident that with a firm basis in all three sciences as a result of GCSE single 
science courses and Maths, I will enjoy the academic challenge. 
 
Outside academic interests, I am involved in various types of sport.  I have played 
county rugby from the age of 13 and last year reached the Eastern Counties 
team.  I am vice captain of the School rugby 1st team and I also have played for 
Cambridge City, helping them win the Eastern Counties Club Cup.  I have played 
county cricket at under 15 and 16 level and have been in the school 1st teams for 
rugby, hockey and cricket in every school year.  I have held a number of positions 
of responsibility in school, including form representative on the School Council 
and organising the sale of tickets for a highly successful ball.  I enjoy travel and 
have visited Italy and Greece in connection with my Classics A levels, as well as 
Portugal, France, Austria and the United States.  I play the piano for pleasure, 
especially Schubert.  I think I have demonstrated a high level of motivation and 
enthusiasm in the range of academic, musical and sporting activities, including 
team work, which I would want to continue in my University career and eventually 
in my professional life. 
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I am attracted to a degree in law because it is a discipline that demands rigour of 
thought and imagination.  In preparation, I have spent a week working in a 
solicitor’s office, have met barristers at their Chambers and a Lord Chief Justice of 
Appeal to discuss their work.  I hope to arrange a mini pupillage soon.  I have 
visited courts in London and Cambridge and student law conferences at 
Nottingham and Birmingham. 
 
I am especially interested in contemporary problems confronting the legal system, 
such as the conflict between law and morality and problems posed by varying 
situations and new technology.  The legal system’s role as a servant of society is 
also fascinating.  I do not however regard a law degree as merely a vocational 
course, but I think it is valuable as a way of acquiring powers of criticism and 
examination. 
 
My academic interests have always been broad and I retain a keen interest in 
Science.  I enjoy the logical nature of Maths and in English and History I enjoy 
reading beyond the syllabi.  I have read an account of The Paston Letters, a set of 
documents surviving from the late fifteenth century which provide insight into the 
issues of the period.  I have read in greater depth authors such as Virginia Woolf. 
 
As one of two Senior Prefects my responsibilities include organising prefect 
duties, supervising junior forms and liaising with staff, activities which have kept 
me in contact with members of the school of all ages.  I have represented the 
school in rugby, cricket and rowing.  I am President of the school’s Union Society 
which I helped to re-form.  I am also a member of the school Community Service 
programme.  I have a lively interest in French culture and current affairs having 
travelled extensively there.  This interest goes well beyond my A level course.  My 
other interests include archery, chess and fencing.
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