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Overview  

It is a School Rule that you must not smoke. This rule applies to the use of cigarettes, rolling tobacco, 
other tobacco and nicotine products such as snus, chewing tobacco, shisha, e-cigarettes and vaping 
products, including Juul. This list should be seen as illustrative rather than exhaustive. 

Education, Risks and Support 

Charterhouse seeks to discourage smoking (and the use of all tobacco/nicotine based products) 
because of the well-documented health concerns related to smoking, the addictive nature of 
tobacco/nicotine in any form, and the as yet unknown health risks associated with the use of e-
cigarette/vaping devices and other tobacco/nicotine products. 

There are additional specific concerns in a school environment. Young people who are addicted to 
cigarettes or other tobacco/nicotine products may, for example, find themselves at a particular 
disadvantage during public examinations when regular access to a ‘fix’ is difficult: this can then have 
an adverse effect on concentration and focus which could potentially affect exam outcomes.  

The same issue can have also have a detrimental impact on concentration and behaviour in lessons 
and the need for regular ‘fixes’ during the school day may also result in considerable teaching time 
lost.  

The issues related to smoking, vaping and tobacco/nicotine use are addressed in the PSHE 
programme and any pupil wishing to receive support in quitting smoking or vaping may seek 
assistance from the Hunt Health Centre. In such circumstances this will be treated as a welfare, not a 
behaviour issue. 

Additional sources of advice and support are available at: 

ASH/Action on Smoking and Health: http://ash.org.uk/category/stopping-smoking/  
ChildlLine/How to stop smoking: https://www.childline.org.uk/info-advice/you-your-
body/drugs-alcohol-smoking/smoking/#1  
NHS/Smokefree: https://www.nhs.uk/smokefree 

Other Issues 

It is illegal in the UK for anyone under the age of 18 to purchase cigarettes or e-cigarettes/tobacco 
products/vaping devices. It is also illegal for anyone over the age of 18 to purchase cigarettes or e-
cigarettes/tobacco products/vaping devices for anyone under the age of 18. It is also illegal to smoke 
cigarettes in a vehicle with anyone under the age of 18. 

This means that the supply of such products to other pupils and the possession of significant 
quantities of such products will be a matter for particular concern. 

http://ash.org.uk/category/stopping-smoking/
https://www.childline.org.uk/info-advice/you-your-body/drugs-alcohol-smoking/smoking/#1
https://www.childline.org.uk/info-advice/you-your-body/drugs-alcohol-smoking/smoking/#1
https://www.nhs.uk/smokefree
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Smoking and vaping also represent a health & safety risk in School both in terms of the possible 
impact of passive smoking and vaping on non-smokers and the fire risk represented by the use of 
matches, lighters and plug-in chargers for vaping/e-cigarettes devices. Unlike other personal 
electronic devices, the latter would not have been subject to the usual PAT (portable appliance) 
safety testing.  

This means that the use of such products inside or in the immediate proximity of School buildings 
will be a matter for particular concern. 

Smoking in House (as defined by Housemaster/Housemistress/Warden) is regarded as a very serious 
matter, not only because of the health, safety and fire risks but also because of the influence on 
other pupils in relation to smoking as well as the overt breaching of School Rules. 

Pupils should also understand that the use of rolling tobacco, tobacco papers and other smoking 
paraphernalia that is associated with the use of illegal drugs or other psychoactive substances will 
result in the matter being dealt with under the relevant search and drug testing policies. As vaping 
devices are now increasingly used for illegal substances, the same will apply to vaping where there 
are additional behavioural causes of concern that might suggest the use of drugs.  

Sanctions 

Sanctions will apply to those in possession of smoking/vaping and related products, those using 
them and those in the company of those using them. The term smoking/vaping applies to the broad 
use of tobacco and nicotine products described above. The descriptions below are for guidance and 
specific circumstances (for example an older pupil caught smoking in company with a much younger 
pupil) might result in an incident being treated as a more serious matter. 

Level One 

Examples could include being caught smoking/vaping around the School site, being in company with 
pupils smoking/vaping or being in possession of such products around the School site for the first or 
second time. 

90-minute detention and letter home from Housemaster/Housemistress/Warden. 

Level Two 

Examples could include smoking/vaping Out of Bounds, vaping in House or being in company with 
these pupils, a third Level One incident, possession of smoking/vaping products in House. 

School Gating and letter home from Deputy Head (Pastoral)  
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Level Three 

Examples could include smoking in House, repeat vaping in House, more than three Level One or 
Two incidents, supply/selling of products to other pupils, possession of large quantities of products. 

Such incidences are likely to result in suspension from School. 

Any additional incidences of Level Three incidents would place the pupil’s future at the School at 
risk.  

 


