
 
 

 
  
 FIFTHS SUMMER READING LIST 

C H A R T E R H O U S E  

        
 
To: Parents and Pupils  

From: NP Wakeling, Head of English 

Date: Cricket Quarter 2017 

 
 
Next year’s Fifths will have been set reading by their English beak. They are also expected to read at 
least one other book over the vacation. The following titles are recommended: 
 

 

The Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy, Douglas Adams 

In Adams’ comic masterpiece Arthur Dent is plucked off the planet by his friend 
Ford Prefect, seconds before the Earth is demolished to make way for a galactic 
freeway. With Ford, a researcher for the revised edition of The Hitchhiker's 
Guide to the Galaxy who, for the last fifteen years, has been posing as an out-
of-work actor, Arthur begins a journey through space aided by quotes from The 
Hitchhiker's Guide. 

 

I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings, Maya Angelou 

Sent by their mother to live with their devout, self-sufficient grandmother in a 
small Southern town, Maya and her brother, Bailey, endure the ache of 
abandonment and the prejudice of the local “powhitetrash.” At eight years old, 
Maya is attacked by a man many times her age–and has to live with the 
consequences for a lifetime. Years later, in San Francisco, Maya learns about 
love for herself and the kindness of others, her own strong spirit, and the ideas 
of great authors allow her to be free instead of imprisoned. 

 

Our Man in Havana, Graham Greene 

Wormold is a vacuum cleaner salesman in a city of powercuts. His adolescent 
daughter spends his money with a skill that amazes him so when a mysterious 
Englishman offers him an extra income he`s tempted. In return all he has to do 
is file a few reports. But when his fake reports start coming true things 
suddenly get more complicated. 

 

Catch 22, Joseph Heller 

Set in the closing months of World War II in an American bomber squadron off 
the coast of Italy, Catch-22 is the story of a bombardier named Yossarian who is 
frantic and furious because thousands of people he has never even met keep 
trying to kill him. Joseph Heller's bestselling novel is a hilarious and tragic satire 
on military madness, and the tale of one man's efforts to survive it. 



 

Apache, Tanya Landman 

Siki is an orphan of the Black Mountain Apache. Her mother was killed by 
Mexicans three years ago and her father lost in an ambush the winter before 
that. When Siki witnesses the brutal murder of her little brother Tazhi, she 
vows to become an Apache warrior and avenge his death. This powerful but 
sensitively written novel will stay with you long after you have turned the final 
page. 

 

All the Pretty Horses, Cormac McCarthy 

John Grady Cole is the last bewildered survivor of long generations of Texas 
ranchers. Finding himself cut off from the only life he has ever wanted, he sets 
out for Mexico with his friend Lacey Rawlins. Befriending a third boy on the 
way, they find a country beyond their imagining: barren and beautiful, rugged 
yet cruelly civilized; a place where dreams are paid for in blood. 

 

The Godfather, Mario Puzo 

A modern masterpiece, The Godfather is a searing portrayal of the 1940s 
criminal underworld. It is also the intimate story of the Corleone family, at once 
drawn together and ripped apart by its unique position at the core of the 
American Mafia. Still shocking forty years after it was first published, this 
compelling tale of blackmail, murder and family values is a true classic. 

 

White Teeth, Zadie Smith 

One of the most talked about fictional debuts ever, White Teeth is a funny, 
generous, big-hearted novel, adored by critics and readers alike. Dealing — 
among many other things — with friendship, love, war, three cultures and 
three families over three generations, one brown mouse, and the tricky way 
the past has of coming back and biting you on the ankle, it is a life-affirming, 
riotous must-read of a book. 

 

Slaughterhouse Five, Kurt Vonnegut 

Prisoner of war, optometrist, time-traveller — these are the life roles of Billy 
Pilgrim, hero of this miraculously moving, bitter and funny story of innocence 
faced with apocalypse. Slaughterhouse 5 is one of the world's great anti-war 
books. Centring on the infamous fire-bombing of Dresden in the Second World 
War, Billy Pilgrim's odyssey through time reflects the journey of our own 
fractured lives as we search for meaning in what we are afraid to know. 

 

We, Yevgeny Zamyatin 

In a glass-enclosed city of absolute straight lines, ruled over by the all-powerful 
'Benefactor', the citizens of the totalitarian society of OneState live out lives 
devoid of passion and creativity - until D-503, a mathematician who dreams in 
numbers, makes a discovery: he has an individual soul. Set in the twenty-sixth 
century AD, We is the classic dystopian novel. It was suppressed for many years 
in Russia and remains a resounding cry for individual freedom, yet is also a 
powerful, exciting and vivid work of science fiction. 

 


