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Incoming Fourths must read One Shot by Tanya Landman in preparation for a talk by the 
author in OQ. 

After the death of her beloved father, Maggie and her family are thrown into a life of destitution. With 
little income and no way to live off their poor land, Maggie tries to provide for her family the way her 
father always had - with his hunting rifle and whatever animals the forest would provide. But when her 
mother is confronted with her "unladylike" behaviour, Maggie is thrown into a life of unthinkable 
cruelty and abuse. With no one to care for her and only the hope of escape, all Maggie can do is 
survive. 

 

Incoming students must also read at least two of the texts below and send a postcard to their new 
housemaster before the end of the holiday outlining their thoughts about one of the books. 

The Boy at the Top of the Mountain by John Boyne 
When Pierrot becomes an orphan, he must leave his home in Paris for a new life with his Aunt Beatrix, a 
servant in a wealthy household at the top of the German mountains. But this is no ordinary time, for it is 
1935 and the Second World War is fast approaching; and this is no ordinary house, for this is the 
Berghof, the home of Adolf Hitler. 
 
Quickly, Pierrot is taken under Hitler's wing, and is thrown into an increasingly dangerous new world: a 
world of terror, secrets and betrayal, from which he may never be able to escape. 

Orangeboy by Patrice Lawrence 
Sixteen-year-old Marlon has promised his widowed mum that he'll be good, and nothing like his gang-
leader brother Andre. It's easy when you keep yourself to yourself. But everything changes when Marlon's 
first date with the beautiful Sonya ends in tragedy; he becomes a hunted man and he has no idea why. 
With his dad dead and his brother helpless, Marlon has little choice but to enter Andre's old world of 
guns, knives and drug runs in order to uncover the truth and protect those close to him. It's time to fight 
to be the last man standing. 

Kick the Moon by Muhammad Khan 
Ilyas is under pressure from everyone: GCSE’s are looming, his dad wants him to join the family business 
and his mates don’t care about any of it. There’s no space in Ilyas’ life to just be a teenager. 
 
Ilyas finds a kindred spirit in Kelly Matthews, who is fed up with being pigeonholed as the good girl, and 
their friendship blows the social strata of high school wide open. But when Kelly catches the eye of one 
of the local bad boys, Imran, he is faced with losing the only person who understands him. Standing up to 
Imran puts Ilyas’ family at risk, but it’s time for him to be the superhero he draws in his comic-books. 

The Breadwinner by Deborah Ellis  
Since the Taliban took over Afghanistan, 11-year-old Parvana has rarely been outdoors. Barred from 
attending school, shopping at the market, or even playing in the streets of Kabul, Parvana is trapped 
inside her family's one-room home. That is, until the Taliban hauls away her father and Parvana realizes 
that it's up to her to become the "breadwinner" and disguise herself as a boy to support her mother, two 
sisters, and baby brother. Set in the early years of the Taliban regime, this topical novel explores the 
harsh realities of life for girls and women in modern-day Afghanistan.  
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Salt to the Sea by Ruta Sepetys  
It's early 1945 and a group of people trek across Germany, bound together by their desperation to reach 
the ship that can take them away from the war-ravaged land. Four young people, each haunted by their 
own dark secret, narrate their unforgettable stories. This novel is based on a true story from the Second 
World War. When the German ship the Wilhelm Gustloff was sunk in port in early 1945 it had over 9000 
civilian refugees, including children, on board. Nearly all were drowned. 

My Brother’s War by David Hill 
It's New Zealand, 1914, and the biggest war the world has known has just broken out in Europe.  
 
William eagerly enlists for the army but his younger brother, Edmund, is a conscientious objector and 
refuses to fight. While William trains to be a soldier, Edmund is arrested. Both brothers will end up on the 
bloody battlefields of France, but their journeys there are very different. And what they experience at the 
front line will challenge the beliefs that led them there. 

The Lie Tree by Frances Hardinge  
When Faith's father is found dead under mysterious circumstances, she is determined to untangle the 
truth from the lies. Searching through his belongings for clues, she discovers a strange tree. A tree that 
feeds off whispered lies and bears fruit that reveals hidden secrets. 
 
But as Faith's untruths spiral out of control, she discovers that where lies seduce, truths shatter... 

Trash by Andy Mulligan 
In an unnamed Third World country, in the not-so-distant future, three “dumpsite boys” make a living 
picking through the mountains of garbage on the outskirts of a large city.  
 
One day, Raphael finds something very special and so mysterious that he decides to keep it, even when 
the city police offer a handsome reward for its return. Soon the dumpsite boys must use all of their 
cunning and courage to stay ahead of their pursuers. It’s up to three boys who have no education, no 
parents, no homes, and no money—to solve the mystery and right a terrible wrong. 

 

The Hazel Wood by Melissa Albert 
Alice and her mother have spent most of Alice’s life on the road, always a step ahead of the uncanny bad 
luck biting at their heels. But when Alice’s grandmother, the reclusive author of a cult-classic book of 
pitch-dark fairy tales, dies alone on her estate, the Hazel Wood, Alice learns how bad her luck can really 
get: her mother is stolen away―by a figure who claims to come from the Hinterland, the cruel 
supernatural world where her grandmother's stories are set. Alice's only lead is the message her mother 
left behind: “Stay away from the Hazel Wood.” 

Revolver by Marcus Sedgwick  

 
“They say that dead men tell no tales, but they’re wrong. Even the dead tell stories.” 

 

It's 1910. In a cabin north of the Arctic Circle, in a place murderously cold and desolate, Sig Andersson is 

alone. Except for the corpse of his father, frozen to death that morning when he fell through the ice on the 

lake. 
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A Kestrel for a Knave by Barry Hines 
Life is tough and cheerless for Billy Casper, a troubled teenager growing up in the small Yorkshire mining 
town of Barnsley. Treated as a failure at school, and unhappy at home, Billy discovers a new passion in 
life when he finds Kes, a kestrel hawk. Billy identifies with her silent strength and she inspires in him the 
trust and love that nothing else can, discovering through her the passion missing from his life. Barry 
Hines's acclaimed novel continues to reach new generations of teenagers and adults with its powerful 
story of survival in a tough, joyless world. 

The Martian Chronicles by Ray Bradbury 

The Martian Chronicles tells the story of humanity’s repeated attempts to colonize Mars. The first men 
were few. Most succumbed to a disease they called the Great Loneliness when they saw their home 
planet dwindle to the size of a fist. They felt they had never been born. Those few that survived found 
no welcome on Mars. People brought their old prejudices with them – and their desires and fantasies, 
tainted dreams. These were soon inhabited by the strange native beings, with their caged flowers and 
birds of flame. 

The Spy Who Came in from the Cold by John le Carré 
When the last agent under his command is killed and Alec Leamas is called back to London, he hopes to 
come in from the cold for good. His spymaster, Control, however, has other plans. Determined to bring 
down the head of East German Intelligence and topple his organization, Control once more sends 
Leamas into the fray -- this time to play the part of the dishonoured spy and lure the enemy to his 
ultimate defeat. 

The Thirty-Nine Steps by John Buchan 
'I turned on the light, but there was nobody there. Then I saw something in the corner that made my 
blood turn cold. Scudder was lying on his back. There was a long knife through his heart, pinning him to 
the floor.' 
 
Soon Richard Hannay is running for his life across the hills of Scotland. The police are chasing him for a 
murder he did not do, and another, more dangerous enemy is chasing him as well - the mysterious 
'Black Stone'.  

The Adventures of Sherlock Holmes by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle 

Amid the foggy streets of sinister London, Holmes and Watson once more solve the unsolvable. In 
'Speckled Band', 'The Engineer's Thumb' and ten other stories, Holmes grapples with the very extremes 
of treachery, duplicity and murderous end. 

Great Expectations by Charles Dickens 
In what may be Dickens's best novel, humble, orphaned Pip is apprenticed to the dirty work of the forge 
but dares to dream of becoming a gentleman — and one day, under sudden and enigmatic 
circumstances, he finds himself in possession of "great expectations." In this gripping tale of crime and 
guilt, revenge and reward, the compelling characters include Magwitch, the fearful and fearsome 
convict; Estella, whose beauty is excelled only by her haughtiness; and the embittered Miss Havisham, 
an eccentric jilted bride. 

 


