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1984 by George Orwell

WAR IS PEACE. FREEDOM IS 
SLAVERY. IGNORANCE IS 

STRENGTH. 

“Who controls the past controls the future. 
Who controls the present controls the past.” 

“It was a bright day in April, and the clocks 
were striking thirteen.” 

BIG BROTHER IS WATCHING YOU.

The year is 1984, and life in Oceania is ruled by the Party. Under the 
gaze of Big Brother, Winston Smith yearns for intimacy and love – 
“thought crimes” that, if uncovered, would mean imprisonment, or death. 
But Winston is not alone in his defiance, and an illicit affair will draw him 
into the mysterious Brotherhood and the realities of resistance. 

Nineteen Eighty-Four has been described as chilling, absorbing, satirical, 
momentous, prophetic and terrifying. It is all these things, and more. 

https://www.penguin.co.uk/books/1084996/nineteen-eighty-
four/#hmtiKG15eOf25m8f.99

George Orwell was born Eric Arthur Blair on 25 June 
1903 in eastern India, the son of a British colonial civil 
servant. He was educated in England and, after he left 
Eton, joined the Indian Imperial Police in Burma, then a 
British colony. He resigned in 1927 and decided to 
become a writer. In 1928, he moved to Paris where lack of 
success as a writer forced him into a series of menial jobs. 

An anarchist in the late 1920s, by the 1930s he had begun 
to consider himself a socialist. Late in 1936, Orwell 
travelled to Spain to fight for the Republicans against 
Franco's Nationalists.  Between 1941 and 1943, Orwell 
worked on propaganda for the BBC. In 1943, he became 
literary editor of the Tribune, a weekly left-wing magazine. 
By now he was a prolific journalist, writing articles, reviews 
and books. 

Orwell died of tuberculosis on 21 January 1950. 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/historic_figures/orwell_g
eorge.shtml 
 

Discussion Questions: 

 What similarities do you see between the world of 
1984 and the modern world? 

 Do you think Orwell’s predictions about the impact 
of technology on privacy have come true? 

 Do you think that human thought is controlled by 
language in the way the novel suggests? 

 Is what Orwell calls doublethink (“The power of 
holding two contradictory beliefs in one's mind 
simultaneously, and accepting both of them.”) a 
feature of modern society? 

Further reading: 

 Huffington Post – High School Students Reading ‘1984’ See A Mirror, Not 
Science Fiction: http://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/entry/teens-1984-
george-orwell-trump_us_5892445ce4b070cf8b8060a7 

 New York Times – Why ‘1984’ Is a 2017 Must-Read: 
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/01/26/books/why-1984-is-a-2017-
must-read.html 

 The New Yorker – Orwell’s “1984” and Trump’s America: 
https://www.newyorker.com/news/daily-comment/orwells-1984-and-
trumps-america 

If you enjoyed 1984, try: 

 


