
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
  
 REMOVES SUMMER READING LIST  

C H A R T E R H O U S E  

        
 
To: Parents and Pupils  

From: NP Wakeling, Head of English 

Date: Cricket Quarter 2017 

 
 
Next year’s Removes will have been set reading by their English beak. They are also expected to read 
at least one other book over the vacation. The following titles are recommended: 
 

 

Fahrenheit 451, Ray Bradbury 

Guy Montag is a fireman. In his world, where television rules and literature is on the 
brink of extinction, firemen start fires rather than put them out. His job is to destroy 
the most illegal of commodities, the printed book. 

Then he meets, Clarisse, who introduces him to a past where people didn’t live in 
fear and to a present where one sees the world through the ideas in books instead 
of the mindless chatter of television. 

 

The Edge of Me, Jane Brittan 

Sanda is 16. Her parents escaped to London after the Bosnian War. One day she 
comes home to find them gone without a trace.  

Before she has time to figure out what’s happened, she’s kidnapped and taken 
across Europe into Serbia where she’s held prisoner. It’s here that she comes face to 
face with the brutal truth about what her parents really did in the war and where 
she learns that everything she’s ever been told, is a lie. 

 

The Bombs That Brought Us Together, Brian Conaghan 

Fourteen-year-old Charlie Law has lived in Little Town, on the border with Old 
Country, all his life. He knows the rules: no going out after dark; no drinking; no 
litter; no fighting. You don't want to get on the wrong side of the people who run 
Little Town. When he meets Pavel Duda, a refugee from Old Country, the rules start 
to get broken. Then the bombs come, and the soldiers from Old Country, and Little 
Town changes for ever. 

 

Heroes, Robert Cormier 

A provocative story about the return home of teenage war hero and war victim, 
Francis Joseph Cassavant. He is forced to confront his past - the youth leader he 
idolised and who betrayed him, and the girl he still loves. The book gets to the heart 
of human nature and the moral issues and choices we have to make. 



 

The Perfect Storm, Sebastian Junger 

It was the storm of the century, boasting waves over one hundred feet high — a 
tempest created by so rare a combination of factors that meteorologists deemed it 
‘the perfect storm’. Junger’s account of what happened is a real-life thriller that 
makes us feel like we've been caught, helpless, in the grip of a force of nature 
beyond our understanding or control. 

 

Hell and High Water, Tanya Landman 

When his father is arrested and transported to the Colonies, Caleb is left alone. After 
a desperate journey in search of an aunt he's never met he receives a strange, cold 
welcome. Then a body washes up on the nearby beach and Caleb is caught up in a 
terrifying net of lies and intrigue. Soon he and his new family are in mortal danger. 

 

Orangeboy, Patrice Lawrence  

Sixteen-year-old Marlon has made his mum a promise - he'll never follow his big 
brother, Andre, down the wrong path. So far, it's been easy, but when a date ends in 
tragedy, Marlon finds himself hunted. They're after the mysterious Mr Orange, and 
they're going to use Marlon to get to him. Marlon's out of choices - can he become 
the person he never wanted to be, to protect everyone he loves? 

 

Un Lun Dun, China Miéville 

Stumbling through a secret entrance, Zanna and Deeba emerge in the strange 
wonderland of UnLondon. Here all the lost and broken things of London end up, and 
some of its people, too – including Brokkenbroll, boss of the broken umbrellas and 
Hemi the half-ghost boy. But the girls have arrived at a dangerous time – UnLondon 
is under siege by the sinister Smog; it’s a city awaiting its hero. 

 

The World Beneath, Janice Warman 

1970s South Africa. Eleven-year-old Joshua lives with his mother, who works as a 
maid for the Malherbes in a white middle-class area in Cape Town. When a boy 
enters the garden one night, Joshua offers him refuge. The stranger turns out to be a 
freedom fighter on the run. As riots sweep the country Joshua becomes more and 
more aware of the political situation around him and is determined to help bring 
about change for himself, his family and ultimately his country. 

 

The War of the Worlds, HG Wells 

The night after a shooting star is seen streaking through the sky a cylinder is 
discovered on Horsell Common in London. At first, naive locals approach the 
cylinder only to be quickly killed by an all-destroying heat-ray, as terrifying tentacled 
invaders emerge. Soon the whole of human civilisation is under threat, as Martians 
destroy all in their path with black gas and burning rays, and feast on the warm 
blood of trapped, still-living human prey. The forces of the Earth, however, may 
prove harder to beat than they at first appear. 

 


