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Welcome from the Director of Admissions 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mrs Iona Hutchinson 

Director of Admissions 

+44 (0)1483 291501 

admissions@charterhouse.org.uk 

 

As Director of Admissions, I am delighted to introduce you to all that we have to offer at Charterhouse.  

This is a very exciting time in the history of the School as we move to full coeducation from the age of 13, building on the 

success of our coeducational Sixth Form. When we welcome the first Fourth Form (Year 9) girls in September 2021, we 

will be celebrating 50 years of girls at Charterhouse.  

I hope that the information in our prospectus and on our website will encourage you to come along and visit. I very much 

look forward to welcoming you and your children, and having the opportunity to show you all that is great about 

Charterhouse. You will also meet some of our pupils and teaching staff, and have a tour of the School. All of this will give 

you a glimpse of our vibrant community life and introduce you to some of the people who care for our boys and girls. To 

arrange a visit, please contact Mrs Sara Russell: visits@charterhouse.org.uk.   

This booklet sets out the Admissions process for Year 9 and Sixth Form entry and also provides you with some other 

useful information. If you have any questions or would like any further information, please do not hesitate to contact us.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:visits@charterhouse.org.uk


4 

Admission at Thirteen (Year 9) 

Charterhouse is an academically selective school and admission is by competitive examination and interview. We currently 

welcome around 130 boys into the Fourth Form (Year 9) and we will also be welcoming girls from 2021. Most of our pupils 

join us from a wide range of Prep Schools after taking the Foundation Scholarship or Common Entrance examinations. 

Candidates who are not at a Prep School and not prepared for the Common Entrance examinations, will sit Charterhouse’s 

own entrance tests in the January before entry in the September.   

Although the majority of children board at Charterhouse, we do have a few day boarding places which are available each 

year for children who live within easy reach of the School. 

Visits 

Families are warmly invited to visit the School as this is an essential part of the process. We have two kinds of visits: 

1.  Headmaster’s Forums 

These are held on a number of specified Wednesdays and Saturdays each term. Families are invited for the morning to 

meet the Headmaster and other senior members of staff, and also to have a tour of the School with our pupils. The Forums 

conclude with a question and answer session with the Headmaster. 

2.  Afternoon Visits 

Afternoon visits can be arranged on most weekdays during term-time. These visits include a meeting with the Director of 

Admissions or a senior member of the teaching staff, and a tour of the School with one of our pupils. 

Admissions Process for Children at UK Prep Schools  

1.  Registration 

Children should be registered by 1 October, when they are in Year 6. Parents complete the registration form and pay a 

non-returnable fee of £250 to secure a place for their child on the list for their year of entry (Year 9 – usually, the September 

after their 13th birthday).  

2.  Common Pre-Tests and Prep School Report 

In the Autumn term of Year 6, we will invite boys and girls who are registered with us to sit the ISEB Common Pre-tests at 

their Prep School. These are an age-standardised series of on-line tests in Mathematics, English, Verbal Reasoning and 

Non-Verbal Reasoning. Further information can be found on the ISEB website (www.iseb.co.uk). We will look at the results 

of these tests in conjunction with Prep School reports and successful applicants will be invited to an Interview and Activity 

Afternoon in the Spring term. 

3. Interview and Activity Afternoons 

During the afternoon, the children will have an interview and then will take part in three activities that are designed to give 

them the chance to show their full capabilities and to experience a taste of life at Charterhouse. 

4. Offers of Conditional Places 

At the end of the Spring term of Year 6, we will make conditional offers to boys and girls who have done well in the pre-

selection process. These offers are conditional on success in the Common Entrance examinations (or sitting for a 

Foundation Scholarship) when the children are in Year 8 and we expect all these children to pass Common Entrance 

comfortably.  

Some children who have not reached an appropriate standard, but whose Prep School reports suggest that they have yet 

to reach their full potential, will be offered places on the Headmaster’s List (please see overleaf) and will be reassessed 

during Year 7. 
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5. Deposit 

The deposit is payable in two stages. Parents will be asked to pay a non-refundable initial deposit of £1,000 when accepting 

the conditional offer of a place. In November of Year 8, we will write to parents for the second part of the non-refundable 

deposit (a further £1,000 making the total deposit £2,000). If they have not done so before, this is the time when we ask 

parents to commit themselves to Charterhouse as their first-choice school. 

6. Common Entrance 

Apart from those who sit for a Foundation Scholarship, all children at Prep Schools take Common Entrance in June of Year 

8 and are expected to reach the pass mark of 60%. We do not aim to fail a specific number of children – indeed, we never 

have more children taking Common Entrance than there are places available, so all candidates are expected to pass. 

Common Entrance results are important because we use them to place children in forms and sets when they arrive. 

Headmaster’s List 

The Headmaster’s List is for children who have just missed out on places in Year 6 and also for those who have registered 

too late to be pre-assessed in Year 6. These children will sit the ISEB Common Pre-tests in the Autumn term of Year 7 

and we will then shortlist for interviews in the Spring term. Conditional places (conditional upon passing Common Entrance) 

will be offered to candidates who are successful in this process. 

Admissions Process for Children at School Overseas  

Charterhouse reserves a few places in Year 9 to welcome candidates from overseas.  

1. UKiset Pre-tests 

Prior to registration, all candidates who are in education outside of the United Kingdom must successfully complete the 

UKiset Pre-tests. UKiset is an adaptive cognitive test that measures underlying ability and language proficiency. More 

information can be found on the UKiset website (www.ukiset.com).  

We request that parents inform the Admissions Office that they want their child to be considered for entry to Charterhouse 

before registering for the UKiset tests. If the child has already taken the tests, parents should instruct UKiset to send the 

results to Charterhouse. If the candidate is successful in the UKiset Pre-tests then they will be invited to register. Please 

note that success in the UKiset Pre-tests does not guarantee a place at Charterhouse. The UKiset results should be sent 

to Charterhouse by 1 October of the year before entry, at the latest. 

2. Registration 

Children should be registered by 1 November of the year before entry. Parents complete the registration form and pay a 

non-returnable fee of £250 to secure a place for their child on the list for their year of entry (Year 9 – usually, the September 

after their 13th birthday). 

3. Selection 

The entrance tests are set in English, Science and Mathematics, and a high level of performance is expected. The School 

will also ask for a report from the candidate's school. 

Tests are held on specified days in January at Charterhouse, or arrangements can be made to have the tests sent to a 

candidate’s own school or a recognised testing centre. Candidates who have successfully passed the tests will be invited 

to Charterhouse for an interview. If essential, a Skype interview may be possible.  

Candidates who are successful in the tests and interview will be offered unconditional places, and parents will be asked to 

pay a non-refundable deposit to secure the place. Some reserve places may also be offered.  

Candidates from Hong Kong and Mainland China 

Candidates for Year 9 (and Year 10) entry should contact Academic Asia (www.academic-asia.com) by late August of the 

year before entry. They will be interviewed at the Top Schools Event held in Hong Kong in September and then sit the 

entrance tests in Hong Kong in November. Offers of places will be made in December. 

http://www.ukiset.com/
http://www.academic-asia.com/


6 

Admission at Sixth Form (Year 12) 

Around 75 girls and 30 boys join the Specialists (Sixth Form) each year. Competition for places is strong. As a guide, we 

would expect successful candidates to gain a high proportion of A*s and As in (I)GCSE or equivalent, although the offers 

we make are unconditional. We welcome candidates with particular interests and talents in art, drama, music, sport and 

many other fields.  

Admission is by competitive examination and interview. Candidates are assessed at Charterhouse in early November and 

offers of places are made on 1 December. Academic, Art, Music and Sport Scholarships and Awards are available. 

Visits 

Families are warmly invited to visit the School as this is an essential part of the process. We have two kinds of visit for 

Sixth Form candidates: 

1.  Sixth Form Open Afternoons 

Sixth Form Open Afternoons are held in June and September of the year before entry. Prospective candidates are invited 

for an afternoon to meet with the Headmaster and other members of staff, and also to have a tour of the School with our 

pupils. At tea, candidates have the opportunity to discuss their subjects and find out more information about our Sixth Form 

curriculum with members of our teaching staff.  

2.  Afternoon Visits 

Candidates who cannot attend an Open Afternoon are welcome to visit for an individual appointment (subject to 

availability), when they will be shown round by one of our pupils and meet with the Director of Admissions or a senior 

member of the teaching staff. 

Entrance Procedure 

1. Registration 

Registration Forms can be obtained from the Admissions Office from the beginning of the Summer term of Year 10, and 

should be returned by 1 October (Year 11). Prior to registration, all candidates who are in education outside of the United 

Kingdom must successfully complete the UKiset Pre-tests. UKiset is an adaptive cognitive test that measures underlying 

ability and language proficiency. More information can be found on the UKiset website (www.ukiset.com).  

2. School Reference 

We request confidential references from candidates’ schools. We will request these in early October after the application 

deadline has passed.    

3. Selection Day 

The selection day is at Charterhouse on a Saturday in the early part of November (Year 11). All candidates sit standard 

tests (vocabulary, arithmetic and non-verbal reasoning) and two 45-minute papers in subjects of their own choice. Non-

native speakers also take a 45-minute English test. Candidates are interviewed by a senior member of staff and will have 

the opportunity to spend time with some of our current pupils.  

4. Offers 

Candidates who are successful in the tests and interview will be offered unconditional places on 1 December. Parents will 

be asked to pay a non-refundable deposit to secure the place. Some reserve offers may also be made. We also admit late 

applicants after a similar testing procedure; however, it is advisable to apply at the right time to maximise the chance of 

success. 

Candidates from Hong Kong and Mainland China 

Candidates for Year 12 entry should contact Academic Asia (www.academic-asia.com) by late August of the year before 

entry. They will be interviewed in September at the Top Schools Event held in Hong Kong in September and then sit the 

entrance tests in Hong Kong in November. Offers of places will be made in December. 

http://www.ukiset.com/
http://www.academic-asia.com/
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House Selection 

The House is very much the centre of a pupil’s daily life at Charterhouse and their ‘home’ during their time at the School. It 

is fair to say that every Carthusian feels that their House is the best.  

House Selection for Year 9 Entry 

Parents and children who accept the offer of a place at Charterhouse will be invited to attend one of a number of House 

Selection Days during Year 7. Families will meet two or three Housemasters, after which they will be asked to state their 

order of preference. House places will be confirmed towards the end of Year 7, once all the House Selection Days have 

taken place. We endeavour to offer all families their choice of House, but we are not always in a position to do this if 

demand for a particular House is high. Sibling and family connections are, of course, given priority and, in the unlikely 

event that we are unable to offer a child a place in his chosen House, we will invite the family to come back to Charterhouse 

in Year 8 to visit more Houses. 

House Selection for Year 12 Entry 

Girls and boys who join Charterhouse in the Sixth Form become full members of one of the Houses. House preferences 

can be noted on the application form and we will endeavour to allocate the preferred House, where space allows.  

 

School Terms, Exeats and Weekends 

There are three terms (or Quarters) in the School year: Oration Quarter (OQ), Long Quarter (LQ) and Cricket Quarter (CQ). 

Mid-term Exeats (half terms) are two weeks in OQ and one week in LQ and CQ. In addition, there are two Leave Weekends 

in OQ, one in LQ and normally one in CQ, when the School closes on a Friday or Saturday lunchtime and all pupils go 

home or to their guardians for two nights. On other weekends, Charterhouse allows a great deal of flexibility. All boarding 

pupils must attend the School’s Sunday service – which on most Sundays is at 7pm – but may go home for Saturday 

evening provided that they do not have a School or House commitment. Day boarders are only required to attend the 

limited number of Sunday morning services. 

There is a major programme of weekend sporting fixtures and all pupils should expect to represent the School on a 

Saturday afternoon. Plays and concerts also regularly take place on the weekend, and there is also a wide range of optional 

activities and outings for those who wish to take part. In addition, all of the main facilities such as Studio, Technical Centre, 

Computer Room and the Sports Centre are open as usual. 

The School calendar (the Pink Book) is available on the School website: www.charterhouse.org.uk/calendar and sets out 

the daily schedule for the current term. 
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Deposits and Fees 

Deposits and Registration Fee 

Registration Fee (non-refundable): £250  
Deposit (non-refundable): £2,000  

Parents residing overseas 

On accepting a place through our Overseas Admissions Process at Year 9 or Year 12 entry, the first term’s fees are 

payable in advance along with the deposit.  

Charterhouse has a Tier 4 sponsor licence which enables the School to enrol pupils from outside the European Economic 

Area (EEA) and Switzerland. An administration fee of £350 will be charged for each new visa required. Parents are also 

required to pay the first year’s fees in advance to ensure the smooth processing of the visa application.  

School Fees 

School fees are payable before the first day of each term. The current school fees (2017-18) are: 

Boarders: £12,687 per term     
Day Boarders: £10,483 per term  

Music Tuition Fees 

First instrument: £39 per 40 minute lesson 
Second and each subsequent instrument: £36 per 40 minute lesson 

Pupils who enter Associated Board practical examinations are offered additional aural tuition for which an extra charge is 

made. There is also an additional tuition charge for pupils who are required to do a theory examination. Music tuition fees 

are billed at the end of each term. 

Prepayment of Fees 

Parents may, if they wish, make an advantageous lump sum payment (Advanced Fees) at any time after registration             

to cover any part of the fees. Details may be obtained from the Finance Bursar, Mrs Vicki Western (t: +44 (0)1483 291680 

or e: vickiwestern@charterhouse.org.uk). 

Bursaries  

Charterhouse is able to offer a limited number of bursaries each year to pupils entering either Year 9 or Year 12 who gain 

a Scholarship or an Award (not including Exhibitions) and who would benefit from a boarding education, but whose parents 

are unable to afford the fees. 

All bursaries are means-tested and are subject to funds being available. The award is reviewed annually for changes in 

parents’ financial circumstances and may be adjusted as a result. Awards may cover up to 100% of the school fee. Eligibility 

for financial assistance is based on both parents’ income and assets using a standard formula widely used within the 

independent sector, and may include a home visit by the Bursary Administration Ltd (BAL), the School’s agent.  

Charterhouse offers two Year 9 Entrance Bursaries annually. These bursaries are awarded through academic competition 

when the boys are in Year 6. Selection is based on the results of ISEB Common Pre-tests and the Interview and Activity 

Afternoon. School reports and testimonials are also considered.  

Parents must indicate that they require a bursary at the time of registration and they will be invited to complete a Bursary 

Application Form. Any award will be confirmed at the same time that an offer of a place at the School is made. Enquiries 

should be addressed to the Director of Admissions (t: +44 (0)1483 291501, e: admissions@charterhouse.org.uk).   

mailto:VickiWestern@charterhouse.org.uk
mailto:admissions@charterhouse.org.uk
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Scholarships for Entry at Thirteen (Year 9) 

Charterhouse offers a number of Scholarships, Awards and Exhibitions each year. They carry a small financial award, but 

primarily exist to recognise distinctive academic ability or a special talent in art, design technology, music or sport. There 

is also an ‘all-rounder’ Award. All Scholarships, Awards and Exhibitions take place in open competition and are awarded 

solely on merit. Scholarships and Awards (not including Exhibitions) may be supported by bursary assistance as and when 

financial circumstances necessitate. 

Academic 

Foundation Scholarship candidates sit Mathematics, English, Science and three other subjects chosen from French, Latin, 

Geography, Additional Mathematics and History. Greek may also be taken in addition. The Foundation Scholarship 

examinations take place at the end of April prior to entry in September.  

Five Foundation Scholarships are offered, worth 5% of the school fee, and a further five worth £1,000 per annum.  

There are up to five Exhibitions, worth £500 per annum. These are awarded to those who show special promise in one 

particular subject or for a general performance that is sound but below that appropriate for the award of a Foundation 

Scholarship. In accordance with our Statutes, there are never fewer than fifty Foundation Scholars in the School at any 

one time. 

There is one Reginald and Maurice Benn Scholarship for distinction in Classics in the Foundation Scholarship Examination. 

The value of this award is £1,000 per annum and preference is given to boys in whose case there is financial need. The 

Benn Scholarship may be held in addition to other Scholarships. 

Art 

Two Art Scholarships are offered, worth £1,000 per annum. Assessments are held at the end of January prior to entry. 

Design 

One Design and Innovation Scholarship is offered, worth £1,000 per annum. Assessments are held in early February prior 

to entry. 

Music 

Up to three Music Scholarships are offered, worth 10% of the school fee and a further two worth £1,000 per annum.  Music 

tuition on two instruments is free for Music Scholars. In addition, two Exhibitions are offered which provide free Music 

tuition on two instruments. Auditions are held at the end of January prior to entry.    

Sport 

Up to two Bob Noble Sports Awards, worth £1,000 per annum, are offered. The selection is held in February prior to entry. 

All-Rounder Award 

Five Peter Attenborough All-Rounder Awards, each worth £500, are offered to candidates who fit the following criteria: 

• Approaching scholarship standard in two of the following categories: academic, art, music or sport. 

• A genuine ‘all-rounder’ with real evidence of potential leadership. 
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Scholarships for Entry at Sixth Form (Year 12) 

Academic 

Up to three Sir Robert Birley Scholarships, worth 5% of the school fee and a further three, worth £1,000 per annum, are 

offered on the basis of performance in the entrance examination and interview. There are also up to seven Exhibitions 

awarded, worth £500 per annum. 

The Fletcher Scholarship is offered to candidates from state schools in the local area. The Scholarship is worth £500 per 

annum, and is supplemented by a means-tested bursary of up to 100% of the school fee.  

Charterhouse in Southwark offers a biennial Scholarship to a candidate from Southwark to attend the Sixth Form at 

Charterhouse. The Scholarship will provide a boarding place at Charterhouse, supported by a means-tested bursary of up 

to 100% of the school fee. The Charterhouse in Southwark Scholarship is next available for 2019 entry. 

Art 

Two Art Scholarships are offered, worth £1,000 per annum. The assessment takes place at Charterhouse on the Tuesday 

following the Sixth Form selection day in November.  

Music 

Three Music Scholarships are offered, one worth 10% of the school fee and a further two worth £1,000 per annum.          

In addition, there is the John Pilling Organ Scholarship that is worth 30% of the school fee. Music tuition on two instruments 

is free for Music Scholars. Music Exhibitions may also be awarded, which provide free tuition on two instruments. The 

auditions take place at Charterhouse on the Monday following the Sixth Form selection day in November. 

Pupils joining the School at the beginning of the Sixth Form are eligible for Honorary Foundation Scholarships at the end 

of their first year.  

Sport  

Two Sporting Excellence Awards for outstanding sportsmen or women are offered, each worth £500 per annum. 

Applicants should show notable achievement in their chosen sport, namely representative or international honours. 

Although applications are welcome from across all sports, emphasis is placed upon football, hockey, lacrosse, cricket, golf, 

tennis, squash and swimming.  

Applicants will be called for a sports specific assessment and interview as part of the process and, if successful, will enjoy 

the full range of benefits and support offered by the School's Sports Performance Programme. 
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Under School Curriculum  

Fourth Form (Year 9) 

The aim of this first year in the School is to provide a broad academic foundation at the appropriate standard, and to start 

preparing pupils for the subjects that they will go on to take at (I)GCSE and in the Sixth Form. 

All pupils study English, Mathematics, Biology, Chemistry, Physics, French, Latin, History, Religious Education, Art, Design 

Technology and Music. Pupils also study Geography or Greek, and German or Spanish. During their first year, the use of 

IT is closely integrated into the teaching of other subjects. Pupils gain much experience in using software as a tool to 

support their learning rather than as an individual academic subject. 

Remove and Fifth Form (Year 10 and Year 11) 

All pupils study English, Mathematics, Biology, Chemistry, Physics and a Modern Language (French, German or Spanish)    

for IGCSE. They also study our own internally assessed English Literature course that is designed to develop the skills of 

literary appreciation and analysis above and beyond (I)GCSE: this leads to an examination certified by Charterhouse. 

In addition, each pupil also chooses three other subjects to study for the two years, leading to an (I)GCSE qualification: 

these options include Art, Classical Civilisation, Design Technology, French, Geography, German, Greek, History, Latin, 

Music, Religious Studies and Spanish. Most subject combinations are possible and advice on suitable subjects is given 

towards the end of the Fourth Form. 

The Specialists (Sixth Form) Curriculum 

Charterhouse provides pupils with a choice of two complementary courses of study: the International Baccalaureate (IB) 

Diploma Programme or a combination of Pre-U and A Level subjects. Both of these academically rigorous courses prepare 

pupils effectively for university and enable applicants from Charterhouse to stand out in an increasingly crowded field. 

Pupils do not sit examinations until the end of the second year of study and this provides valuable additional teaching time. 

Every opportunity is taken to promote a genuine appreciation of academic disciplines as well as fostering life-long learning. 

The virtues of both of these courses and their grading structures have been widely recognised and very much       

appreciated by admissions tutors at British universities including Cambridge, Oxford, Imperial College London, and other 

prestigious universities in the Russell Group. Further to this, the IB Diploma Programme benefits from significant 

widespread international recognition.  

In addition to the courses mentioned above, all Specialist pupils complete a Research Essay or the IB Diploma 

Programme’s Extended Essay, as well as a course in Creativity, Action and Service (CAS). 

The Research Essay / The Extended Essay 

This 4,000 word essay is an important part of Charterhouse’s academic curriculum beyond the confines of subject 

syllabuses. During the second term of their first year as Specialists, pupils are required to choose a topic area and, with 

the support of a supervisor, they then research and plan carefully before writing the essay during the summer holiday.  

Creativity, Action and Service (CAS) 

Education does not only take place within the classroom, but beyond it as well. Extra-curricular activities provide all pupils 

with many opportunities for personal development through learning from experience: this experience comes from pupils’ 

active participation in activities beyond those of their chosen academic subjects. The CAS programme aims to ensure          

that all Specialists take advantage of the wide range of opportunities available to initiate, plan, engage in and reflect            

upon their experiences. 

Full details of the courses and subjects available are on the School website: www.charterhouse.org.uk/curriculum.  
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Sixth Form Results 2017   

Charterhouse is again celebrating an excellent set of examination results with 93% of Cambridge Pre-U examinations 

taken awarded top grades. Fifty-six pupils achieved the equivalent of straight A grades or better at A level in all subjects 

taken; sixteen achieved the equivalent of A level A* grades in all their subjects. A remarkable three pupils achieved the top 

Distinction grade (worth more than an A* at A level) in all of their examinations.  

The IB Diploma Programme (IBDP) results were strong too: almost half of our IB Diploma candidates achieved 37 points 

or more, the equivalent of more than straight A*s at A level (using the UCAS [UK university entrance] tariff). We also 

celebrated the success of our first candidate to score the maximum 45 points – a feat only achieved by a small fraction of 

one per cent of candidates worldwide. 

Pre-U / A Level / IB Diploma Programme Percentages 

In a small number of subjects an A level syllabus is followed. In the table below, Pre-U equivalent grades have been given 

for A level and IBDP subjects. IBDP grades have been converted thus: Distinction = 7 / 6; Merit = 5 / 4;  Pass = 3 / 2 /1 

and for EE and ToK: Distinction = A; Merit = B / C; Pass = D / E. 

Cambridge Pre-U / A Level / IB Diploma Programme Results – Percentages 2013 to 2017 

Year Entries % Distinction % Merit % Pass 

2017 646 61 34 4 

2016 634 58 34 6 

2015 456 56 37 7 

2014 552 63 30 6 

2013 467 64 30 6 
 

 

(I)GCSE Results 2017   

This year’s (I)GCSE results show one of the School’s highest ever set of results: 49% of subjects taken were graded at A* 

and the figure for A* and A grades combined was 79%. All of the Year 11 pupils at Charterhouse take a minimum of nine 

(I)GCSEs: nine pupils this year gained straight A* grades and a further 49 achieved all A*s and As, showing an increase 

in performance over recent years. 

(I)GCSE Results – Percentages 2013 to 2017 

Year A* A*A A*AB A*ABC 

2017 49 79 95 99 

2016 45 76 93 99 

2015 53 83 96 99 

2014 51 82 97 100 

2013 43 78 95 100 
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Higher Education 2017   

Practically all pupils go on to Higher Education, with the vast majority going to their first choice of university. Over 90% of 

pupils entering Higher Education will do so in the UK, with the remainder going to universities in America, Hong Kong or 

Europe. University study overseas continues to be increasingly popular, with places for 2017 gained at a range of 

institutions, including Columbia, Cornell, Stanford, University of Pennsylvania and UCLA. 

Twenty-one Carthusians successfully met offers for places at the Universities of Oxford and Cambridge for 2017 entry.  

The most popular universities, according to the number of places accepted as of August 2017, are Bristol (20), Edinburgh 

(15), Exeter (14), Cambridge (11), University College London (11), Durham (10), King’s College London (7), Oxford (8), 

Imperial College London (8), the London School of Economics and Political Science (6), Newcastle (6), Bath (4), 

Nottingham (4) and Warwick (4). These are amongst the 35 UK university destinations of Carthusians, which are published 

on the website along with destinations for previous years (www.charterhouse.org.uk/unidestinations). 

 

Carthusians were admitted to over 100 different courses, encompassing a range of subjects and disciplines. These include 

Engineering, Mathematics and Sciences, Economics, Politics, English, Philosophy, Classics, Business and Management, 

History, Geography, Music, Art, Theatre, Modern Languages, Law and Medicine. 
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 Charterhouse Terminology 

Known as Lingua Carthusiana, the School’s unique private language, or ‘idiolect’, has evolved over centuries and is part 

of Charterhouse’s proud history. All are used on a daily basis and are cherished as part of our shared tradition.

Adsum A roll-call, taken in House (see also Jibs). 

Banco An evening period for academic work: First Banco: 7.00 - 8.00 pm; Second Banco: 8.00 - 8.45 pm. 

Beak A member of the teaching staff. 

Brooke Hall The teaching staff’s Common Room. 

BTT The Ben Travers Theatre on Queen's Drive, opened in 1983, and named after the playwright who was 

an Old Carthusian. 

Calling Over An assembly, usually three times a Quarter, of each form in the Under School, at which its performance 

in School is reported to the Master of the Under School by the Form Master. 

Chapel There are three chapels in the School: Memorial Chapel built as a memorial to Old Carthusians who 

were killed in the First World War; Millennium Chapel (MMC) which is situated in the north-east corner 

of the Memorial Chapel; Founder's Chapel (FC). 

Crown The School tuck shop. It is situated on the Long Walk facing Under Green. It is also sometimes referred 

to as Crack. 

Exeat Half term break in the middle of each Quarter when all pupils go away from Charterhouse. Exeat in LQ 

is known as Queen's Exeat. 

Fathers Every new pupil to the Under School is allotted a father (usually only slightly senior to him) to show him 

the ropes. 

Hash A lesson. 

Homebill The pupils' evening meals. 

JDTC The John Derry Technical Centre, situated between Studio and Armoury, and opened in 1980. 

Jibs Evening adsum in Houses. 

Pontifex The annual inter-House cross-country races held in LQ. 

Quarter Terms are referred to as Quarters. There are three Quarters in the School year – Oration (September), 

Long (January) and Cricket (April). 

quarter The mid-morning break, which is normally after the first two or three lessons (hashes). 

RVW (Music 

School) 
Music school situated on the south side of Memorial Chapel and opened in 1984, in memory of Ralph 

Vaughan Williams who was an Old Carthusian. 

Send-Up When a pupil does a piece of work that a beak considers distinguished, they are sent with their work 

to the Second Master. For every third send-up they are awarded a prize. 

Turning-Up The general term for inter-House games which are organised on a league basis. 

Yearlings Boys in their first year in the School. 
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