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Welcome

Iona Hutchinson
Director of  Admissions
+44 (0)1483 291501
admissions@charterhouse.org.uk

This is a very exciting time in the history of  
the School as we move to welcoming girls 
from the age of  13, building on the success 
of  our coeducational Sixth Form. As we 
welcome the first Fourth Form (Year 9) girls 
in September 2021, we will be celebrating 
50 years of  coeducation at Charterhouse. 

The School has a long history of  providing an 
exceptional boarding education, equipping young 
men and women to meet the challenges of  life 
beyond Charterhouse. As well as a broad 
academic curriculum, there is a huge breadth and 
depth to the education we offer and I warmly 
invite you to visit us and explore and experience 
every-day life here at Charterhouse.

The Admissions Department is the first point of  
contact for all prospective families and, together 
with my admissions team, we look forward to 
guiding you through our admissions process and 
supporting you and your children along your 
journey.

I very much hope that you will come and visit 
us soon.
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Scholarships for entry at thirteen (Year 9) Admission at thirteen (Year 9) 

Charterhouse offers a number of  
scholarships, awards and exhibitions each 
year. Some carry a small financial award, 
but primarily exist to recognise distinctive 
academic ability or a special talent and 
promise in art, design technology, music or 
sport. All assessments take place in open 
competition and scholarships, awards and 
exhibitions are awarded solely on merit.
Scholarships and awards (not including 
exhibitions) may be supported by bursary 
assistance as and when financial 
circumstances necessitate.

Academic Scholars (Foundation Scholars) at 
Charterhouse set a positive example to the 
academic life of  the School through their  
enthusiasm, intellectual curiosity and drive. In 
accordance with our statutes, there are never 
fewer than fifty Foundation Scholars in the 
School at any one time. Foundation Scholarships 
are offered each year to those that exhibit a high 
level of  academic attainment and intellectual 
curiosity in Charterhouse’s own examinations and 
interview, which take place at the end of  April, 
prior to entry in September. Exhibitions are 
awarded to those who show special promise in 
one particular subject or for a general 
performance that is sound. 

Candidates sit examinations in Mathematics, 
English, Science and three other subjects chosen 
from French, Latin, Geography, Additional 
Mathematics and History. Greek may also be taken. 

From 2021 we will welcome boys and girls 
into Year 9, when they are thirteen years 
old.

Charterhouse is an academically selective 
school and admission is by competitive 
assessment, interview, and subject to a 
reference from a candidate’s current 
school. 

Most of  our pupils join us from a wide 
range of  Prep Schools. 

Candidates who are not at Prep School in the UK 
will sit Charterhouse’s own entrance assessments 
in the January prior to entry in the September.  

The majority of  children choose to board at 
Charterhouse; however, we offer a few day-
boarder places which are available each year.

VISITS
The best way to discover Charterhouse is to visit 
during term-time. Our events are very popular 
and we advise families to book in advance to 
guarantee availability.

Open Mornings
Families considering Charterhouse for their 
children at 13+ entry are warmly invited to join 
us at one of  our Open Mornings. These take 
place during term-time and usually on a 
Saturday, when families can see a normal 
working morning and meet the Headmaster and 
his staff. Following a tour of  the School with one 
of  our pupils, the morning concludes with a 

The Reginald and Maurice Benn Scholarship is 
awarded for distinction in Classics in the 
Foundation Scholarship Examination.

Art and/or Design Technology Scholarship 
assessments are held in January prior to entry 
and candidates will be invited to bring a portfolio 
of  work with them and will undertake a practical 
assessment.

Music Scholars at Charterhouse are recognised 
for their special talent and potential and enjoy a 
busy and challenging programme. Music Scholars 
and Exhibitioners can receive free music lessons 
in their chosen instrument/s. Auditions are held at 
the end of  January prior to entry. 

Sports Scholarship assessments are held in 
January prior to entry and will include a 
combination of  references, interview and the 
opportunity to demonstrate sporting skills. 

All-Rounder Awards are for those candidates 
who are yet to excel in their chosen area, but 
show talent, potential and leadership skills in art, 
music, drama or sport. Assessments are held in 
January prior to entry.

For full details of  all scholarships please visit 
www.charterhouse.org.uk/scholarships-at-13

question and answer session with the 
Headmaster. 

Individual Appointments
We have a limited number of  morning visits 
available on some weekdays during term-time. 
These appointments are primarily for families 
who would like a follow-up meeting with the 
Director of  Admissions.

To book a visit please contact: 
Mrs Sara Russell
+44 (0)1483 291726 
visits@charterhouse.org.uk
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Process for children studying  
in the United Kingdom 

Step 2 

The Pre-tests

Children will sit the ISEB Common 
Pre-test to Charterhouse in the 
Autumn Term of  Year 6. This is an 
age-standardised series of  online 
assessments in Mathematics, 
English, Verbal Reasoning and 
Non-Verbal Reasoning and the 
results are reviewed in 
conjunction with a reference from 
their Prep School. Successful 
applicants will be invited to an 
Interview and Activity Afternoon 
early in the Spring Term of  Year 6.

Step 4

Offers of  a Place

At the end of  the Spring Term of  Year 
6, we will make offers of  places to 
boys and girls who have done well in 
the process. 

The expectation is that these children 
will continue in their schools and 
work towards the Common Entrance 
examinations, their own Year 8 
curriculum or Charterhouse’s own 
entrance assessments, which we 
expect them to pass comfortably (in 
the Spring or Summer Term of  Year 8).

Step 6

Discover Charterhouse

Once the assessments are over, 
the children will be invited to a 
number of  events at Charterhouse 
during Year 7 and Year 8. They 
will be able to explore the School 
and get to know the other children 
that will be joining at the same 
time. These events include House 
Selection, the annual Candlelit 
Carols and a range of  other 
activities at Charterhouse.

Step 5 

Accepting a Place

Parents will be 
asked to sign an 
acceptance form and 
pay a deposit when 
accepting the place.

Step 3

Interview and  
Activity Afternoons

The Interview and
Activity Afternoon in Year 
6 involves an informal 
interview and a selection 
of  activities, which have 
been designed to give the 
children the chance to 
show their full capabilities 
and to experience a taste 
of  life at Charterhouse.

Step 1

Registration

Children should be 
registered for Charterhouse 
by the 1st October, when 
they are in Year 6. 

To register for 
Charterhouse parents need 
to complete the registration 
form and pay a non-
refundable fee to secure a 
place for their child on the 
list for their year of  entry.

The Headmaster’s List

We reserve about 25% of  our 
places for the Headmaster List each 
year. The Headmaster’s List is for 
children who have just missed out 
on places in Year 6 and also for 
those who registered too late to 
be pre-assessed in Year 6. These 
children sit the ISEB Common 
Pre-tests in the Autumn Term of  
Year 7 and shortlisted candidates 
are invited for interview and an 
Activity Afternoon in the Spring 
Term. Places at Charterhouse will 
be offered to candidates who are 
successful in this process.

Step 7

Boarding House Selection

The House is very much the centre of  a pupil’s daily life at Charterhouse 
and their ‘home’ during their time at the School. It is fair to say that every 
Carthusian feels that their House is the best! 

We hold a number of  House Selection Days during Year 7 and families will 
meet two or three Housemasters/Housemistresses; after which they will 
be asked to state their order of  preference. We endeavour to offer families 
their choice of  House, but we are not always in a position to do this if  
demand for a particular House is high. Sibling and family connections are, 
of  course, given priority and we aim to ensure that we have a balance of  
talent across the Houses for each year group. In the event that we are 
unable to offer a child a place in their chosen House, we will invite the 
family to come back to Charterhouse to visit more Houses.

House places will be confirmed towards the end of  Year 7, once all the 
House Selection Days have taken place.



Process for children studying at  
international schools – entry at Years 9 & 10 Admission at Sixth Form (Year 12) 

Charterhouse is an academically selective 
school and admission is by assessment, 
interview, and subject to a reference from a 
candidate’s current school.

The best way to discover Charterhouse is 
to visit during term-time. Our events are 
very popular and we advise families to 
book in advance to guarantee availability.

Visitor Afternoons
The first step is to attend one of  our visitor 
afternoons. These afternoons are aimed at 
families whose children attend international 
schools and are considering Year 9 or Year 10 
entry to Charterhouse. The afternoon includes a 
tour of  the School and the opportunity to discuss 
the international admissions procedure with the 
Director of  Admissions. 

To book a visit please contact: 
Mrs Sara Russell
+44 (0)1483 291726 
visits@charterhouse.org.uk

Registration
We require all candidates who attend an 
international school to successfully complete the 
UKiset Pre-test prior to registration. The UKiset 
is an online test that measures ability in non-
verbal reasoning, mathematics and vocabulary. 
More information can be found on the UKiset 
website (www.ukiset.com).

Around 75 girls and 30 boys join the 
Specialists (Sixth Form) each year. 
Competition for places is strong. As a 
guide, we would expect successful 
candidates to gain a high proportion of  A*s 
and As in (I)GCSE or equivalent, although 
the offers we make are unconditional. 

We welcome candidates with particular 
interests and talents in art, drama, music, 
sport and many other fields. 

VISITS
The best way to discover Charterhouse is to visit 
during term-time. Our events are very popular 
and we advise families to book in advance to 
guarantee availability.

Sixth Form Open Afternoons
Sixth Form Open Afternoons are held in June 
and September of  the year before entry. 
Prospective candidates are invited for an 
afternoon to meet with the Headmaster and 
other members of  staff, and also to have a tour 
of  the School with our pupils. At tea, candidates 
have the opportunity to discuss their subjects 
and find out more information about our Sixth 
Form curriculum with members of  our teaching 
staff.

Sixth Form Group Visits
Our Sixth Form group visits are aimed at families 
who are unable to attend one of  our Sixth Form 
Open Afternoons. The afternoon includes a 

Please note that success in the UKiset Pre-test 
does not guarantee a place at Charterhouse. 

The UKiset results should be sent to 
Charterhouse by 1st September of  the year 
before entry in order for an application to be 
considered.

Candidates must be registered by 1st November 
of  the year before entry. Parents complete the 
registration form and pay a non-refundable 
registration fee to secure a place for their child 
on the list for their year of  entry.

Selection
The entrance assessments are in English, 
Science and Mathematics, and the School 
will ask for a reference from the candidate’s 
school. Assessments are held on specified days 
in January at Charterhouse, or arrangements 
can be made to have the assessments sent to a 
candidate’s own school or a recognised testing 
centre. Candidates who have successfully passed 
the assessments will be invited to Charterhouse 
for an interview.

Successful candidates will be offered places and 
parents will be asked to pay a deposit to secure 
the place. Some reserve places may also be 
offered.

Candidates from Hong Kong and mainland 
China for Year 9 (and Year 10) entry should 
contact Academic Asia by late August of  the year 
before entry (www.academic-asia.com). These 
candidates will be interviewed at the Top Schools 
Event held in Hong Kong in September and then 
sit the entrance tests in Hong Kong in November. 

group tour of  the School with one of  our sixth 
form pupils and the opportunity to discuss the 
Sixth Form at Charterhouse with our Director of  
Admissions and other members of  staff. 

To book a visit please contact:
Mrs Sara Russell
 +44 (0)1483 291726  
email visits@charterhouse.org.uk 
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Process for entry into the Sixth Form

Step 3

Entrance Assessments

Registered candidates are invited to an 
assessment day at Charterhouse in 
November. All candidates sit standard 
tests (English, arithmetic and reasoning) 
and two 45-minute papers in subjects of  
their own choice. Candidates are 
interviewed by a senior member of  staff  
and will have the opportunity to spend 
time with some of  our current pupils.

Step 4

Scholarship assessments

Scholarship assessment days for 
music, sport, art and design 
technology will be held in  
November. Academic Scholarships 
are awarded to candidates who 
are outstanding in their  
performance, both in the entrance 
examinations and interview.

Step 2

School Reference

We request confidential 
references from 
candidates’ schools. 
We will request these in 
early October, after the 
application deadline 
has passed.

Step 1 

Registration

Registration opens a year in advance of  a candidate’s 
proposed entry and runs from May to 1st October. 
Parents complete the registration form and pay a 
non-refundable fee of  £250 to secure a place for their 
child on the list for their year of  entry. A copy of  the 
candidate’s latest school report will be requested at 
this time. Candidates who are in education outside of  
the United Kingdom need to successfully complete the 
UKiset Pre-test, prior to registration. UKiset is an 
adaptive cognitive test that measures underlying ability 
and language proficiency. More information can be 
found on the UKiset website (www.ukiset.com).

Step 5

Results

The results of  the assessments will 
be sent out on 1st December.  
Candidates who are successful in 
the tests and interview will be 
offered unconditional places and 
parents will be asked to secure the 
place by signing an acceptance 
form and paying a deposit. Some 
reserve offers may also be made 
at this time.

Step 6

Your House

Girls and boys who join  
Charterhouse in the Sixth Form 
become full members of  one of  
the Houses. House preferences 
can be noted on the application 
form and we will endeavour to 
allocate the preferred House, 
where space allows. 



Scholarships for entry at Sixth Form Financial assistance

Academic
Academic Scholars at Charterhouse set a 
positive example to the academic life of  the 
School through their enthusiasm, intellectual 
curiosity and drive. Sir Robert Birley Academic 
Scholarships and Exhibitions are awarded 
annually to candidates joining the Sixth Form 
following the Sixth Form entrance examinations 
and interview in the November prior to entry.

The Fletcher Scholarship is offered to 
candidates from state schools in the local area and 
the Charterhouse in Southwark offers a biennial 
scholarship to a candidate from Southwark.  Both 
of  these scholarships will provide a boarding place 
at Charterhouse, supported by a means-tested 
bursary of  up to 100% of  the School fee. The 
Charterhouse in Southwark Scholarship is next 
available for 2019 entry.

In addition, pupils joining the School at the 
beginning of  the Sixth Form are eligible for 
Honorary Foundation Scholarships at the end of  
their first year. 

Art and/or Design Technology
Scholars will be part of  a vibrant and inclusive 
environment where pupils are encouraged to 
share ideas and develop their skills.  

Art and/or Design Technology Scholarship 
assessments are held in November and 
candidates will be invited to bring a portfolio of  
work with them.

Charterhouse is committed to broadening 
access to the School by offering a number 
of  bursaries each year to pupils entering 
either Year 9 or Year 12, who would benefit 
from a boarding education, but whose 
parents are unable to afford the fees.  
Preference is given to those who gain a 
Scholarship or an Award (not including 
Exhibitions) and would make a significant 
contribution to school life.

All bursaries are means-tested and are subject to 
funds being available. The award is reviewed 
annually for changes in parents’ financial 
circumstances and may be adjusted as a result. 
Awards may cover up to 100% of  the school fee. 
Eligibility for financial assistance is based on both 
parents’ income and assets using a standard 
formula widely used within the independent sector, 
and may include a home visit by the Bursary 
Administration Ltd (BAL), the School’s agent. 

Charterhouse offers a limited number of  Year 9 
Entrance Bursaries annually. These bursaries are 
awarded through academic competition when the 
children are in Year 6. Selection is based on the 
results of  ISEB Common Pre-tests and the 
Interview and Activity Afternoon. School reports 
and testimonials are also considered. 

Parents must indicate that they require a bursary 
at the time of  registration and they will be invited 
to complete a Bursary Application Form. Any 
award will be confirmed at the same time that an 
offer of  a place at the School is made. 

Music
Music Scholars are recognised for their special 
talent and potential and enjoy a busy and 
challenging programme, intended to help 
them reach their potential during their time 
at Charterhouse. All Music Scholars and 
Exhibitioners can receive free music lessons 
in their chosen instrument/s.

Music Scholarships and Music Exhibitions are 
offered after the auditions, which are held in  
November prior to entry.  In addition, the John 
Pilling Organ Scholarship is awarded each year.  
This scholarship carries a 30% fee remission.

Sport
Sport Scholars are invited to join Charterhouse’s 
Sports Performance Programme, which aims 
to challenge and support our scholars through 
an excellent 1:1 mentoring scheme, first class 
coaching and strengthening and conditioning 
training. Sport Scholarships are awarded to 
candidates who demonstrate excellence, 
commitment and potential in their chosen 
sport/s. Applications are welcome from across 
all sports, but emphasis is placed on our core 
sports, which are football, hockey, lacrosse, 
cricket, tennis and athletics. Our expectation is 
that candidates will be of  a county standard or 
above in their chosen sport.

The assessment will be in the November prior to 
entry and will include a combination of  references, 
interview and the opportunity to demonstrate 
their sporting skills.  

Enquiries should be addressed to the Director of   
Admissions. 

For full details please visit
www.charterhouse.org.uk/bursaries
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For full details of  all awards please visit www.charterhouse.org.uk/scholarships-at-16
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Deposits and Registration Fee
Registration Fee (non-refundable): £250 
Deposit: £2,000 

Overseas Deposit 
For families who reside outside the United 
Kingdom an overseas deposit of  one term’s fees 
is required to confi rm the place. All deposits are 
held until the end of  a pupil’s time at 
Charterhouse and non-refundable if  a 
pupil does not join the School.

School Fees 

School fees are payable before the fi rst day of  
each term. The fees for 2018-19 are:

Boarders: £13,055 per term
Day Boarders: £10,788 per term

A schedule of  fees and other costs is available 
from the Admissions Offi ce.

Deposits and fees

Prepayment of  Fees
Parents may, if  they wish, make an advantageous 
lump sum payment (Advanced Fees) at any time 
after registration to cover a minimum of  two 
years of  the fees.  

For further information, please contact:
Finance Bursar
 +44 (0)1483 291680 
vickiwestern@charterhouse.org.uk

Visa Administration Fee
For all pupils who require a visa to attend 
Charterhouse, an administration fee of  £350 will 
be charged for each new visa required. 
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How to find Charterhouse 

The School is situated on a magnifi cent and inspiring 250-acre campus in the beautiful Surrey countryside, 
conveniently located just off  the A3 and to the south of  Guildford, and within 50 minutes of  Heathrow 
and Gatwick airports.

Sat Nav References
Prince’s Avenue Entrance: GU7 2DE  
Queen’s Drive Entrance: GU7 2BY

By Train
Godalming Station is on the London Waterloo to Portsmouth Harbour line. 
There are taxis available outside the station.

3213



Contact us

To arrange your visit to Charterhouse,  
please contact the Admissions Office

admissions@charterhouse.org.uk

+44 (0)1483 291501

Charterhouse
Godalming
Surrey
GU7 2DX


