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AWARDS  

Talented and enthusiastic musicians are encouraged to apply for a Music Scholarship at Charterhouse. 
They should also be sound candidates for Common Entrance who have the support of their Prep School 
Heads.  
 
It is important that candidates for the Music Scholarship are very sound academic candidates.  Where 
there is any doubt, the Headmaster of the Preparatory School is asked to mention this at the earliest 
opportunity and the candidate may be pre-tested. 
 
Up to three Music Scholarships will be offered worth 10% of the School fee and two worth £1,000 per 
annum.  Tuition on one or two instruments is free for Music Scholars, or in exceptional cases, three 
instruments.  In addition, two Music Exhibitions will be offered which provide free tuition on one or two 
instruments.   
 
A pupil who is awarded more than one class of Scholarship enjoys the monetary value of each, provided 
that the total monetary value shall not exceed 10% of the total School Fee (Boarding or Day as 
appropriate), with extras remaining the financial responsibility of the parent or other fee payer, except 
free tuition on one, two or more instruments. 
 
BURSARIES  
 
All Scholarships and Awards (except Exhibitions) may be increased by bursaries to the value of the full 
School fee in cases of proven financial need, subject to funds being available.  Parents are asked to 
indicate that a bursary may be required on the application form, and will then complete a Confidential 
Statement of Financial Circumstances form in advance.  The amount of financial help to be provided will 
be confirmed at the same time as any Scholarship or Award is announced. 
 
CONDITIONS OF AWARD AND TENURE  
 
Candidates should be over 12 and under 14 years old on 1 September of the year of the examination, 
although exceptions can be made at the discretion of the Director of Admissions.   
 
Scholarships are tenable throughout a scholar's residence at Charterhouse, provided that he fulfills his 
obligations as a Music Scholar and his academic progress and general conduct are satisfactory.  
 
THE ASSESSMENT 
 
Auditions for 13+ candidates will be held on 29th and 30th January 2018.   
 
The Music Scholarship Examination takes the form of a practical test. Musicianship and promise, as well 
as careful preparation, will be looked for. Each candidate will be expected to perform two well 
contrasted pieces on his or her chosen instrument, and to perform a quick study piece. 
 



For the piano, the standard should not be below Grade VI of the Associated Board. For other 
instruments it should not be below Grade V.  If a second instrument is offered, one piece only should be 
played on it.  Excellence in singing may support, but not be the only evidence of musicianship. 
A 20 minute period of preparation is allocated before each audition.  5 minutes of this is for a timed 
preparation of the quick-study piece and 15 for preparation of the chosen music with a Charterhouse 
accompanist.  We do insist that all candidates work and perform with one of our own staff in order to 
assess how they work in such a situation.  We are able to consult our accompanist about this process 
and to enable a further degree of fairness in the proceedings. 
 
Candidates may also be examined in sight-reading, scales and arpeggios. 
 
Original compositions may be submitted.  They should be sent to the Director of Admissions with the 
candidate’s entry form. 
 
MUSIC SCHOLARS AT CHARTERHOUSE 
 
There are about 400 music lessons given weekly in the RVW Music Centre which was opened in October 
1984 by Ursula Vaughan-Williams. 
 
The timetable of a Music Scholar is planned by arrangement with parents, the Housemaster and the 
Headmaster and a great deal of flexibility is obtainable within a well-balanced curriculum. 
 
There is a regular, supervised practice routine for younger Music Scholars, but all musicians are expected 
to practise in addition to this, so as to realise their true potential.  Given the busy and varied life of all 
Carthusians, Music Scholars are expected to make academic work and music their priority.  
 
As well as taking part in Choirs, Symphony and String Orchestras, Wind Band, Chamber Music (string and 
wind), a Music Scholar will play a prominent role in the House Music Competition, and will give regular 
recitals in the 10 minute Quarter Concerts held each morning.  There are frequent orchestral, chamber 
music and choral concerts both at Charterhouse and outside the School. 
 
There are annual Music prizes, judged by distinguished visiting musicians in all aspects of performance 
and in composition.   Aspiring composers may receive tuition from either or both resident composers on 
the full-time music staff.  Organists will play for Chapel Services and conductors can try their hand with 
choir and orchestra, either in rehearsal or performance. 
 
For further details of the School’s varied musical activities, please get in touch with the Director of 
Music, Mark Shepherd: +44 (0)1483 291695 or email mns@charterhouse.org.uk.  Mr Shepherd would 
like to meet and hear prospective candidates for a pre-audition prior to the submission of the 
Scholarship application, ideally a year or more before the audition date. 
 

APPLICATIONS SHOULD BE MADE BY 5th JANUARY 2018 TO:  
 
Director of Admissions 
Charterhouse 
Godalming 
Surrey 
GU7 2DX 

E: admissions@charterhouse.org.uk  
T: +44 (0)1483 291501 
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