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The HE process so far …

 Jan/Feb – Introduction to UCAS and Higher Education

 April – trial exams

 May/June – Open Days

 May – Personal Statement workshop and drafting PS

 June – HE training day

 Personal Statement writing workshops

 Opening a UCAS account and starting the process

 Interview Coaching

 Challenge of Management

 Summer holiday – Personal Statement Writing

 OQ UCAS and US applications

 Now – responding to offers



What is an Offer?

• Most universities will 
let applicants know 
the result of their 
application by the 
end of March.

• Applicants then need 
to select their ‘Firm’ 
and ‘Insurance’ 
choices. 

• Advice will be given 
to 2YS about this 
later in the term



What is an Offer?

 AAB or equivalent (e.g. A*BB)

 D3 and M2 in Pre-U subjects, and a B 
grade in A level subject...

 Some offers suggest alternatives, don’t 
assume they will all do this (last year AAA 
offer, achieved A*A*B and was not offered 
a place)

 120 Tariff points in Pre-U subjects

 32 points (IBDP) with 5 in HL subject



Unconditional Offers

 Unconditional offers are increasingly common

 However, beware…

 Not always the First Choice university

 Normally, the offer is only unconditional if the 
applicant makes it their Firm Choice

 Removes an important motivating factor when 
it comes to revision



No offers?

 Why might this happen?

Options:

 UCAS Extra – 25 February 2019

 Clearing – August 2019

 Post-qualification application



Dealing with Offers

 While offers are coming in, generally no 
action required.

 Once all five responses are received 
Final Decision Request.

 One Firm and one Insurance choice, with 
appropriate academic requirements.

 Deadline: 1 May



Dealing with Offers – An Example

Predicted grades: D3 D3 M1 = AAB

Subject: History / Ancient History

Entry grades Outcome

University 1 AAA Conditional offer

University 2 AAA Unsuccessful

University 3 AAB Applicant day  Conditional offer

University 4 AAB Applicant day  Conditional offer

University 5 BBB Conditional offer



Dealing with Offers – An Example

Predicted grades: D3 D3 M1 (AAB)

Subject: History / Ancient History

Entry grades Outcome

University 1 AAA Conditional offer

University 2 AAA Unsuccessful

University 3 AAB Applicant day  Conditional offer

University 4 AAB Applicant day  Conditional offer

University 5 BBB Offer received



The very sensible choice

Predicted grades: D3 D3 M1 (AAB)

Subject: History / Ancient History

Offer Applicant Decision

University 1 AAA

University 3 AAB FIRM

University 5 BBB INSURANCE



The quite sensible choice

Predicted grades: D3 D3 M1 (AAB)

Subject: History / Ancient History

Offer Applicant Decision

University 1 AAA FIRM

University 3 AAB

University 5 BBB INSURANCE



The less sensible choice

Predicted grades: D3 D3 M1 (AAB)

Subject: History / Ancient History

Offer Applicant Decision

University 1 AAA FIRM

University 3 AAB INSURANCE

University 5 BBB



Finance

 Universities assess the fee status for each 
applicant. 

 A ‘Home’ student from within the EU will be 
liable for tuition fees of up to £9250 per annum.

 Student finance – apply by 31st May (to 

guarantee loan payments before term starts)

 Students can apply for loans, grants and 
scholarships to cover costs of tuition and living.

https://www.gov.uk/student-finance


Applying for accommodation

Varies from University to University, 
but usually you can apply once you’ve 
accepted an offer. Some universities 
will allow you to apply for 
accommodation even if they’re your 
insurance option, although many will 
only open applications to you if they 
are your firm choice. 



Applying for accommodation

Although you can’t apply while 
you’re still waiting for your offer, it 
is worth doing your research in 
advance so that you can make your 
application as soon as they open. 
We have OC student ambassadors 
at most Universities if you need 
more information.



Applying for accommodation

How do you apply for student 
accommodation?

Applications are typically made online. You 
usually put down a number of preferences –
your preferred accommodation residence as 
well as your preferred type of room (standard, 
ensuite, catered etc). Accommodation officers 
will do their best to match you to your 
preferences, but some residences will be very 
over-subscribed, so you’re not guaranteed to 
get your first choice.



Results Day

 IB DP: 5 July 2019

 Pre-U/A level: 15 August 2019

 Heads of Department, Exams Office, HE & Careers 
all available to assist

 Try to be available on Results Day

 Log onto UCAS track on the morning of results day…



Successful…

If an applicant fulfills the conditions of their offer, 
then the offer will become unconditional on Results 
Day.

Universities are sometimes flexible on the day…but 
this cannot be relied on…



Unsuccessful…

 However, if both the Firm and Insurance choices are 
missed, then the applicant automatically enters 
clearing. 



Where can you go through Clearing?



Clearing in 2009…



…Clearing in 2018



Did better than expected?



Further Advice

 UCAS
 Housemaster, Tutors and HE Tutors

 Heads of Department and Subject Beaks

 Master of the Specialists

 Dr Loni Reynolds 

 Exams Office

 Higher Education and Careers



Contacts and further help

 https://www.charterhouse.org.uk/academic/hig
her-education-careers

https://www.charterhouse.org.uk/academic/higher-education-careers


Contacts and further help

 Careers@charterhouse.org.uk

 Pupils are encouraged to speak to their 
tutor and Higher Education Tutor and to 
make an individual appointment with the 
Higher Education department.

mailto:Careers@charterhouse.org.uk


Thank you for listening


