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HIGHER EDUCATION AND CAREERS  
 

OXFORD AND CAMBRIDGE ADMISSION STATISTICS 

Cambridge University Undergraduate Admissions Statistics 2018 cycle 

These statistics refer to applications made from September 2017 onwards for 
admission to courses starting in October 2018 or by deferred entry to courses starting 
in October 2019.  

Summary 
• The total number of applications was 18,378 (17,189), an increase of 6.9%. 

• The total number of offers was 4,559 (4,485), an increase of 1.6%. 

• The total number of acceptances was 3,465 (3,497), a decrease of 0.9%. 

• The number of applications per offer was 4.0 and applications per place was 5.3. 

• The male/female ratio of accepted students is 51:49 (52:48). 

• 65% of applications were from State Schools, 34.8% from the Independent sector.  

• The five most popular courses, in order of number of applicants: Natural Sciences, Engineering,              
Maths, Medicine and Law accounted for 52% of total applications. 
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Of those accepted, 58% achieved A*, A*, A* and 81% achieved the equivalent of A*A*,A or better counting 
only their best three A Levels.  
 
The number of unsuccessful applicants who went on to achieve the equivalent of A*AA or better was 4,128 or 
22% of total applicants. 
 
18.5% of all applicants to Cambridge applied for Science courses with predicted grades of3 A*s and 39% of all 
offers were to Science candidates who achieved these high grades.  
 
In comparison, only 7% of all applicants applied for Art, Humanities and Social Sciences courses with 3A* 
predictions and 19% of all offers were to candidates who achieved these grades.     

 

 

 

There were four applicants for every offer made overall and this ranged from a ratio of 1.7 for Classics and 5.9 
applicants for every offer for Economics. 
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For the full report, with a breakdown of admission statistics by domicile, gender, college and 

subject, the PDF version can be found at:   Cambridge Admission Statistics 2019  

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.undergraduate.study.cam.ac.uk/sites/www.undergraduate.study.cam.ac.uk/files/publications/ug_admissions_statistics_2018_cycle.pdf
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Oxford University  

Undergraduate Admissions Statistics 2018 cycle 
 

Summary 

• The total number of applications was 21,515 (19,938), an increase of 7.9%. 

• The total number of offers was 3,840 (3,771), an increase of 1.8%. 

• The total number of acceptances was 3,309 (3,270), an increase of 1.2%. 

• The number of applications per offer was 5.6 and applications per place was 6.5. 

• More women were admitted (51%) than men in 2018 and 2017. 

• 60% of applications were from State Schools, 40% from the Independent sector.  

• The five most popular courses, in order of number of applicants: Medicine, Maths, Law, PPE and 
Physics accounted for 37% of total applications. 
 
Breakdown by Domicile 
In 2018, almost 77% of places (2,570) went to students living in the UK, 8% from the EU and 14% non-

EU. 

The proportion of UK students has fallen from 82% to 78% since 2014.  The largest increase in 

applications has been from students outside the EU with the highest number of overseas applications 

and admitted students from China.   

Oxford does not operate quotas or targets around the nationality or domicile of students admitted to 

the University. The exception is Medicine, which is subject to a government restriction on the number 

of students with international fee status who can be admitted each year.      

A level grade profile of UK domiciled students (2018 intake) 

 

Although three A grades is Oxford’s minimum standard offer for candidates taking A-levels, many 

courses – particularly in the sciences – require at least one A* grade. 

42% of students accepted achieved three A* grades or better and almost 90% of admitted students 

achieve A*AA or better.  
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For the full report, with a breakdown of admission statistics by domicile, gender, college and 

subject:    Oxford University Admission Statistics 

 

https://www.ox.ac.uk/sites/files/oxford/Admissions%20Report%202019.pdf

