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Introduction 

The Higher Education and Careers department at 

Charterhouse provides advice and support to pupils as 

they make their university applications, both in the UK 

and overseas. The Higher Education landscape in the UK 

continues to grow and change. Over 400,000 students 

entered Higher Education in 2016, and there are over 

37,000 undergraduate courses on offer. In addition, many 

Carthusians consider studying outside of the UK. North 

American universities are becoming increasingly popular, and Carthusians have also gone on to study in Asia, 

Europe and Australia.  

In the UK, all undergraduate university applications are made through UCAS (Universities and Colleges 

Admissions Service).1  Each applicant may choose five universities, but may accept only two offers – a firm choice 

and insurance choice. The application form is completed and submitted online. For overseas universities, most 

applications are made directly to the university or, in the case of many North American universities, through the 

Common Application.2   

However, it is worth noting that university may not be the best path for every Carthusian. The Careers 

department offers support and guidance to Carthusians in considering their future career path and the 

department puts on a wide-ranging programme of presentations and lectures.  

Applicants are more likely to be successful by carrying out early research, making the most of the advice available 

and arriving at sensible decisions. The Higher Education and Careers library has plenty of resources and the UCAS 

website is an excellent, comprehensive source of information, with links to all university websites. By the end of 

this academic year, all First Year Specialists should have compiled a shortlist of subject and university choices. 

Each House is also supported by a member of the Higher Education Advisory Panel, a group of tutors with 

particular knowledge of the application process. The role of the Higher Education Tutor in each House is to 

provide support and guidance throughout the application process. It is important that pupils discuss their 

application with their Higher Education Tutor, as well as with their Tutor, Housemaster, relevant Head of 

Department and teachers, as well as the Head of Higher Education. 

Contacting the Higher Education and Careers Department 

If pupils or parents have further queries about any of the matters detailed in this guide, or would like to be in 

contact with any of the members of Charterhouse staff who support university applications, they are very 

welcome to contact the Higher Education and Careers department.  

The most effective method is via email: careers@charterhouse.org.uk. Queries will then be passed to the most 

appropriate department or staff member. 

 

  1 www.ucas.com  

  2 www.commonapp.org 
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Subject Choice 

The choice of subject must be the starting point for Higher Education research. University students should enjoy 

their chosen degree course and have a genuine interest in the subject area.  

For applicants with an idea of a chosen career, a vocational course (such as medicine or nursing, for example) is 

a possibility and in some cases may be a necessity. Vocational courses may prepare students for a particular 

career but do not usually commit them to a particular profession. Many career options are open to graduates in 

any field.   

The alternative subject choice is one stemming from academic interests, where intellectual curiosity has already 

been stimulated through school courses or additional reading. The majority of pupils choose this route and 

should be encouraged to pursue their personal interests. An academic degree will develop a variety of skills that 

can be transferred to a range of careers.  

 

What do Charterhouse pupils study? 
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Course Choice 

Once the subject of study has been identified, it is important to investigate special features of courses on offer 

at various institutions, as these can differ considerably in both approach and content.  

A single honours course involves the study of one subject, while joint honours courses combine two subjects 

which may or may not be related. The course title can indicate the structure of the course: ‘Mathematics with 

Accounting’ will be predominantly mathematics, while ‘English and French’ will involve an equal divide between 

the two subjects. Combined honours courses include several subjects within a particular area, such as Humanities 

or Social Sciences. Sandwich courses are increasingly popular with Carthusians, as they offer the opportunity for 

work experience or industrial placements.  

Most degree courses take three years to complete, but some may extend to four, five or six years. Vocational 

programmes tend to be longer, as do degree courses at Scottish universities, which are usually four years in 

duration. Many courses offer up to a year of study in the European Union and some universities also have wider 

international links.  

Seemingly similar courses may vary considerably in terms of the experience of the student and the way the 

course is delivered. The style of teaching and learning is an important consideration, and is something that can 

vary from one course to another. Some are more theoretical, while others have a practical focus and involve 

more workshops or laboratory work. The amount of written work, examinations and group project work will also 

vary, as will the levels of academic independence and self-direction required of students.  

 

  



4 

University Choice 

It is essential to select universities where the right courses and learning conditions are available, and where there 

is a realistic chance of acceptance. No two applicants are likely to take the same view with regard to the right set 

of universities, so this requires serious, independent research.  

University standards are more consistent in the UK than in most countries, but it is certainly true that all 

universities will have particular strengths. Reputation can be important to some applicants, but it is far more 

important that the right universities are found for the individual. Pupils are therefore encouraged to visit 

universities, as well as reading university prospectuses and websites. Details of the Charterhouse policy on 

absence for Open Days will be issued to pupils and parents at the end of Long Quarter (LQ). It is important to 

ensure that repeated absence does not jeopardise academic progress and that Open Days are purposeful and 

well-planned; visits during holidays are encouraged and it would be unusual for a pupil to accept a place at a 

university without visiting it at least once. 

Factors to consider include grade requirements, location, size of the student population, student accommodation 

and careers services for support in securing graduate employment. Some universities will be based on a central 

campus, with academic buildings and accommodation on the same site, while others will have buildings 

throughout a city. Pupils are encouraged to visit different types of universities, to help clarify the environment 

that is right for them.  

Where do Charterhouse pupils study? 
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The Application Process 

All UCAS applications at Charterhouse are made through the online electronic application system. Detailed 

guidance on completing the form will be provided as part of the university preparation programme at the end of 

the Cricket Quarter (CQ) of the First Year Specialists, including a separate instructional document that will also 

be made available to parents. The same application is sent to the five chosen universities via the UCAS system, 

but each university does not know which others have been included.  

The final UCAS deadline is 15 January 2018 (with an earlier deadline of 15 October 2017 for Oxbridge and 

Medicine applicants), but all Carthusians must adhere to the internal deadlines, in order to ensure that their 

applications are submitted in a timely manner. The application is considered by each university and admissions 

decisions can be monitored via the online UCAS Track system.3  Offers are made throughout the application 

cycle, up to April 2018, depending on the universities’ own policies. The vast majority of offers will be 

‘conditional’, granting the applicant a place on the basis that they achieve specified grades in their final 

examinations.  

Once the universities have made decisions, applicants must respond by the start of May 2018; a deadline will be 

clearly communicated to each applicant and must be observed, otherwise offers will be lost. Applicants choose 

a firm choice, which is the university they most hope to attend, and an insurance choice, where they would also 

wish to go, but is likely to have slightly lower grade requirements than the firm choice. Further guidance is given 

to Second Year Specialists and parents on how to manage these decisions. 

If an applicant does not receive any offers, there is the option to use the UCAS Extra system to add an additional 

course choice, and UCAS Clearing operates in August and September for those applicants who fail to meet the 

terms of their offers and want to look for course vacancies. Extensive advice and guidance is given by the Higher 

Education and Careers department as the publication of examination results approaches, and it is important that 

applicants make themselves available at this time, should they need to speak with Admissions Tutors. 

Every year, some Carthusians have a change of heart with regard to their choice of course or achieve unexpected 

examination results and wish to apply to universities not previously considered. In this situation, an applicant 

may choose to take a gap year and make a new application in the next UCAS cycle. This can be a positive decision 

for some, but carries risks, as it means withdrawing from the original application entirely and giving up any offers 

currently held. Charterhouse will support recent leavers making applications during a gap year, but effective 

communication with the School is vital for this to be a success. 

 

 

 

 

 

  3 https://track.ucas.com 
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Making a Competitive Application 

Applicants must first be clear whether or not particular universities and departments have specific admissions 

criteria, if they use interviews, or if they require additional admissions tests to be taken. It is important to 

evaluate how well the applicant can perform in each stage of the application process.  

The UCAS grades (for which drafts are given during CQ) will assist pupils in selecting appropriate courses. 

Whatever an applicant’s predicted grades, it is important to select courses with a range of entry requirements, 

including at least one that acts as a ‘back up’ and requires lower grades. The higher the grades a department is 

asking for, the more popular the course and the greater the chance of rejection. It is important to note that 

university websites usually list ‘typical offers’, which may be based on previous experience, but could be altered 

at the discretion of the university.  

The information included on the university application form is critical. It is generally the only way to communicate 

with the Admissions Tutors and it is vital that all information provided is completely accurate and checked 

thoroughly: this includes evidence of English language proficiency, a list of previous qualifications equivalent to 

(I)GCSEs and details of any medical conditions or specific learning difficulties.  

The only opportunity the applicant has to express interest in their chosen course is the ‘Personal Statement’ 

section. The majority of the Personal Statement should be devoted to academic interests and activities. Specific 

examples are most convincing, as is the ability to make links between subjects and identify skills that make the 

applicant suitable for the course. Good, clear English together with correct spelling and punctuation are vital and 

pupils will work on a number of drafts of the Personal Statement, beginning in CQ. Pupils are supported in this 

by their Higher Education Tutor, Tutor, Housemasters and subject teachers.  

Admissions Tutors will consider the entirety of the application, including the Personal Statement and a reference 

written by the Housemaster. They may also wish to interview candidates or ask that a portfolio of work is 

prepared for art and design courses. Successful applicants will be made offers of places. Applicants also have the 

option to apply for deferred entry, meaning that they wish to take up their place after a Gap Year. 

University Interviews 

A number of universities will interview applicants for courses as part of the admissions process. Interviews will 

vary between the very demanding (during which the candidate’s academic ability and potential will be 

thoroughly tested) to the more relaxed (at which the tutor will take some time to tell an applicant more about 

the course and may offer the opportunity to ask questions or meet current students). 

A pupil applying to a university at which interviews are regularly used must ensure that they make plans to be in 

the country at the appropriate times. A number of universities, including Oxford and Cambridge, set specific 

dates for interviews and there is no flexibility as to when the interview can be conducted. These interviews may 

take place during a School vacation period, so if a pupil lives overseas, it is vital that arrangements to be available 

for interview are made in advance.  

If invited to a formal interview, applicants should ensure that they spend time independently preparing for this: 

they should be thoroughly familiar with the content of their Personal Statement and have read further on the 

topics discussed; wider reading and an understanding of current issues are very important; there will also need 
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to be a preparedness to respond to new ideas and concepts that may not have been learned as part of the School 

curriculum – interviewers want to see applicants engage with an idea and advance the discussion with interesting 

thoughts, so developing confidence in doing this is vital.  

A considerable amount of support is provided at Charterhouse to assist pupils in developing interview skills, not 

only for university entrance, but in the interest of future job applications or securing internships during a Gap 

Year. This includes an optional interview practice session in OQ for Second Year Specialists, conducted by external 

professionals and including both a video recording and written feedback. Further details of interview practice 

opportunities will be circulated at the end of the CQ of the First Year Specialists; any further queries should be 

directed to the Head of Higher Education. 

Medical Applications 

Medicine is a rewarding, but particularly challenging, course of study; it is academically, physically and 

emotionally demanding, and it is important pupils think carefully about these things if this is what they are 

considering as a chosen career.  

Medicine is an extremely competitive degree course. The expected level of academic achievement is high, but 

grades are only one factor considered by Admissions Tutors. Medicine applications have an earlier deadline of 

15 October 2017 and applicants are permitted to select a maximum of four medical schools on the UCAS 

application. The fifth choice is usually used for a related degree course, such as Biomedical Sciences. Many 

institutions will not interview or notify applicants of their decisions until February or March 2018 and it is 

relatively rare for applicants to receive more than two offers.  

All candidates must discuss their application strategy with the Higher Education and Careers department during 

the CQ of the First Year Specialists. Medicine courses vary in style and learning environment, and there is no 

uniformity of selection policies. It is vital that each applicant seeks advice with regard to selecting the right 

universities and courses that suit their strengths. 

Applicants called for interview will face searching questions about their motivation, their work at School and 

their personal interests. For an application to be taken seriously, candidates will need to demonstrate a clear 

sense of vocation, self-motivation and perseverance. Admissions Tutors will also expect to see a curiosity about 

the scientific basis of Medicine, alongside humanity, teamwork, compassion and integrity. Applicants must take 

the time to become aware of current medical and NHS issues, in addition to completing valuable and varied work 

experience in relevant fields. This is one of the most crucial elements of an application to study Medicine and 

candidates should be able to discuss and reflect upon work experience in their Personal Statement and at 

interview.  

The Biomedical Admissions Test (BMAT) is a requirement for applications to Oxford, Cambridge, Imperial, UCL, 

Leeds, Brighton & Sussex and the Royal Veterinary College to help Admissions Tutors distinguish between large 

numbers of well qualified applicants. This 2-hour test is taken in School on 1 November 2017 and assesses subject 

knowledge, essay skills and data interpretation. The BMAT is designed to test ability and understanding rather 

than advanced factual knowledge. It is helpful for candidates to familiarise themselves with the test and attempt 

practice questions: www.admissionstestingservice.org/for-test-takers/bmat.  
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The UK Clinical Aptitude Test (UKCAT) is used by the majority of medical schools to inform admissions decisions. 

This 90 minute on-screen assessment is designed to be a test of aptitude rather than academic achievement; it 

does not draw on any particular body of knowledge or curriculum, but is deliberately fast paced. The test can be 

taken between July and October at test centres around the country (but not in School). Candidates register for 

the test online at www.ukcat.ac.uk and select a centre. Carthusians should plan to take the UKCAT in July 2017. 

A number of universities will interview applicants for courses as part of the admissions process. Interviews will 

vary between the very demanding (during which the candidate’s academic ability and potential will be 

thoroughly tested) to the more relaxed (at which the tutor will take some time to tell an applicant more about 

the course and may offer the opportunity to ask questions or meet current students). 

A pupil applying to a university at which interviews are regularly used must ensure that they make plans to be in 

the country at the appropriate times. A number of universities, including Oxford and Cambridge, set specific 

dates for interviews and there is no flexibility as to when the interview can be conducted. These interviews may 

take place during a School vacation period, so if a pupil lives overseas, it is vital that arrangements to be available 

for interview are made in advance.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If invited to a formal interview, applicants should ensure that they spend time independently preparing for this: 

they should be thoroughly familiar with the content of their Personal Statement and have read further on the 

topics discussed; wider reading and an understanding of current issues are very important; there will also need 

to be a preparedness to respond to new ideas and concepts that may not have been learned as part of the School 

curriculum – interviewers want to see applicants engage with an idea and advance the discussion with interesting 

thoughts, so developing confidence in doing this is vital.  

A considerable amount of support is provided at Charterhouse to assist pupils in developing interview skills, not 

only for university entrance, but in the interest of future job applications or securing internships during a gap 

year. This includes an optional interview practice session in Oration Quarter (OQ) for Second Year Specialists, 

conducted by external professionals and including a video recording and written feedback. Further details of 

interview practice opportunities will be circulated at the end of the CQ of the First Year Specialists; any further 

queries should be directed to the Head of Higher Education. 
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Oxford and Cambridge Applications 

Degree programmes at Oxford and Cambridge are undeniably designed for extremely bright, highly motivated 

candidates. Any pupil considering applying to Oxford or Cambridge must be able to demonstrate intellectual 

enthusiasm and commitment. There is a very high level of competition for places and successful applicants are 

required to achieve excellent examination results. Making an Oxbridge application is a demanding process 

involving a considerable amount of extra work beyond the demands of Pre-Us, A Levels or the IB Diploma 

Programme. Pupils should listen carefully to the advice of the Masters in Charge of Oxbridge Applications, who 

liaise with the appropriate Heads of Department in support of an application.  

A UCAS form including Oxford or Cambridge must be received by UCAS by 15 October 2017. It is not possible to 

apply to both Oxford and Cambridge in the same year. Students are admitted to Oxford and Cambridge as 

members of colleges, details of which can be found on the university websites. College preference is nominated 

on the UCAS form. If an applicant has no strong preference for a college, then they can make an ‘open’ 

application: in these cases, applicants do not state a specific college on their UCAS form and they are then 

assigned to a college by the central university Admissions Office. 

The application criteria vary for each course at Oxford and Cambridge. A number of courses ask applicants to 

submit examples of written work. Most applicants to Oxford and Cambridge are now required to sit an 

admissions test in School on 1 November 2017. The results of this test, the information contained in the UCAS 

form and the submitted written work are used by the colleges to decide which applicants are invited to interview 

in December 2017. Receiving an invitation for interview is an achievement in itself: Oxford only interviews 

approximately 60% of all applicants. A small number of courses at Cambridge require applicants to take a test as 

part of the interview in December.  

Some applicants will be interviewed at more than one college; the admissions system is designed so that the best 

candidates are selected regardless of their college selection. A ‘pool’ system operates for candidates who have 

not received offers from their chosen college, but have been recommended for consideration by other colleges. 

Offers from Oxford and Cambridge are made in January 2018 and confirmation of places is conditional upon 

achieving specific grades in final examinations. Mathematics candidates applying to Cambridge may be required 

to take the Sixth Term Examination Paper (STEP) in June 2018. Imperial College also uses the STEP for some 

mathematical courses. 

There are special arrangements for Organ, Choral and Instrumental Awards at Oxford and Cambridge. 

Prospective candidates should consult the Music department, as soon as possible, as a separate application form 

is required. The deadline for Choral and Organ applications to Oxford is 1 September 2017, while such 

applications to Cambridge are managed after the academic application process is complete.  

Any pupil considering an Oxbridge application must discuss this in detail with Charterhouse staff who can advise 

and support throughout the process. Entry to Oxford and Cambridge is challenging and requires a great deal of 

commitment from the pupil. In addition to academic ability, Admissions Tutors are looking for potential, 

motivation and commitment to the subject of study. They want evidence that applicants will cope with a 

demanding course in a teaching system that depends to a large extent on individual initiative. Interested pupils 

and their parents are invited to attend the Oxford and Cambridge briefing in LQ, at which the nature of these 

applications will be discussed in greater detail. 
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Applications to Overseas Universities 

North American Universities 

There are 3,600 universities and colleges in North America and identifying the right one can be challenging. The 

type of institution depends entirely on the individual needs and strengths of the applicant. Such an application 

therefore requires a great deal of independent research. 

Admission to an American university is based upon academic merit and performance in standardised tests (SAT 

or ACT examinations). Letters of recommendation and personal essays are also a very important part of the 

admissions process. Mr William Tink (wrt@charterhouse.org.uk), the Master in Charge of Admissions to North 

American Universities at Charterhouse can provide a considerable level of advice on university in North America 

and the School also regularly hosts Admissions Tutors to talk to pupils.  

The majority of applicants to American universities will need to take SAT or ACT exams. Various organisations 

offer preparation courses for these tests and Charterhouse hosts an ACT preparation programme in OQ. These 

tests can only be taken at external centres by registering online with the College Board or with the ACT. The first 

set of test results will help applicants decide to which universities they will apply. All applications are made 

online, on which further guidance will be given in CQ 2017. It is vital that applicants make the School aware of 

their intention to apply to North American universities, as considerable research and preparation is needed in 

advance.  

European and Asian Universities  

An increasing number of pupils are applying to institutions in Europe and Asia, including Bocconi in Milan, the 

University of Amsterdam, Trinity College Dublin and the Hong Kong University of Science and Technology.  

Applications for these universities are usually made directly to the institution and are controlled by the applicant 

rather than the School. While applicants may be required to write a personal statement and provide a reference, 

as is the case in the UK system, they may also need to submit a CV and full transcripts of examination results. 

Given the varied requirements and deadlines for such applications, it is vital that pupils make the Head of Higher 

Education aware of their interest in overseas universities as soon as possible.  

Art and Design Applications 

Applications for art and design degree courses are administered through UCAS. However, one-year foundation 

courses require direct application to individual institutions and can have different requirements and deadlines. 

All pupils studying Art at Charterhouse are advised about foundation courses by the Art department and given 

assistance in the preparation of a portfolio, which will usually need to be submitted to the university or college.  

Carthusians may apply for an Art Foundation course alongside a UCAS application for a degree course in Art or 

another subject, as the application systems are separate. Alternatively, pupils may choose to make a UCAS 

application during their Art Foundation year, either with assistance from the college or by contacting the Higher 

Education and Careers department at Charterhouse. 
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Taking a Gap Year 

It is possible to apply for deferred entry and so confirm a university place for September 2019 rather than 

September 2018. A number of Carthusians are certain that they wish to take a gap year and will make plans 

accordingly. The Head of Careers can advise on gap year activities, volunteering projects and work experience, 

all of which could add to a useful year away from academic study.  

Many universities seem in favour of a gap year, provided this time is spent on enterprising, mind-broadening 

activities. In some subjects, notably mathematics, gap years are sometimes discouraged, as subject knowledge 

may be adversely affected by a period of inactivity, whilst some very competitive universities may be reluctant 

to offer a place one year in advance. Those wishing to take a gap year should always check with the relevant 

university department and seek advice as necessary. 

If an applicant chooses deferred entry, they should give some details of gap year plans in the personal statement, 

particularly if these are related to the chosen degree course. Some applicants will initially apply for entry in 

September 2018 and ask to defer their place later in the application process; while universities will usually agree 

to this, there is no guarantee and such a decision is at the discretion of the Admissions Tutors.  

A small number of Carthusians will make a first application during a gap year, once they have their confirmed 

examination grades. However, all pupils are encouraged to make an application while at School, in order to take 

advantage of increased staff availability. A university application can provide additional motivation for a Second 

Year Specialist, and there is always the option to withdraw the application and reapply if the pupil wishes to do 

so once the examination results are published. It is important to note that the Charterhouse Higher Education 

and Careers department will support recent leavers in their university applications in the same way as current 

pupils.   
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Student Finance 

The rules governing student finance have changed dramatically in recent years, concerning both tuition fees and 

assistance with living costs. It is best to consult online information for up-to-date advice, including guides that 

can be downloaded and the online application form for student loans.4   

All English and Welsh universities are permitted to charge up to £9,250 per annum for tuition fees. Scottish 

universities can also charge up to £9,250 for UK students who are not Scottish residents. Student loans to cover 

the full cost of fees, regardless of parental income, are available for ‘home’ students who meet the 

requirements. To be eligible for this, the applicant must have been resident in the UK for three years,                   

other than for the specific purpose of receiving full-time education. EU students are also entitled to financial 

help with the tuition fees, while all students classified as ‘overseas’ or ‘international’ are required to pay higher 

tuition fees. The university will determine an applicant’s fee status and may require additional information                    

to confirm this.   

Maintenance loans are also available to all ‘home’ students to help with living costs. These are designed to cover 

the cost of accommodation, books, stationery, clothing and other expenses. There is no obligation on the part 

of the student to borrow the permitted loan sum; in such circumstances students will be dependent upon 

parental contributions or other sources of income.  

At present, applications for student loans are made online from January 2018 for entry in September 2018. 

Scottish domiciled students attending university in the UK are funded by the SAAS (Student Awards Agency for 

Scotland) and also make applications online: www.saas.gov.uk.  

Repayments of student loans are made via the UK income tax system. Graduates will start repaying the loan in 

the April after graduation, and only if their salary is at a certain level. 9% of all earnings above this level will be 

used to pay back the student loans in monthly instalments. The debt is paid off either when it is cleared or after 

30 years, whichever comes first. Circumstances surrounding student finance and the repayment of loans are 

subject to change and applicants must ensure that they use online resources for current information and advice.    

A growing number of universities have responded to higher tuition fees by introducing scholarships and 

bursaries. Some are awarded on merit, while others will be dependent on household income. Each university 

policy is different and eligibility should be checked on university websites.  

 

 

 

 

 

 4  www.gov.uk/student-finance 
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International Students 

For international students applying to UK universities, there are a number of additional considerations. It is 

important to seek advice in terms of fee status and immigration status. While the School can assist to a certain 

extent, only the applicant will have full knowledge of their own situation as regards residency and citizenship.  

It is possible that pupils who have been previously educated overseas will not have obtained (I)GCSE grades. If 

alternative qualifications, grades or reports are available, pupils should ensure they retain copies of certificates 

or transcripts throughout the application process. Universities may need to see evidence of previous study, 

particularly if (I)GCSE grades are normally considered as part of the course entry requirements. Pupils in this 

position should make the Head of Higher Education aware of this as soon as possible, so that appropriate 

arrangements can be made.  

International applicants need to be especially careful to check that their qualifications satisfy the UK Border 

Agency’s requirements for an English Language Test:  

www.ukba.homeoffice.gov.uk/sitecontent/applicationforms/new-approved-english-tests.pdf. 

Universities may set their own English Language requirements with regard to obtaining the appropriate visa for 

university study and these will vary from one institution to another, with some being more specific or not 

accepting certain qualifications.  

All pupils are reminded that it is their responsibility to ensure that they are appropriately qualified with regards 

to entry requirements and for immigration purposes. A number of Charterhouse pupils will take the IELTS 

examination alongside preparation of their university application; this test is included on the UK Border Agency’s 

list of accepted English Language qualifications and will be accepted by universities. Advice on IELTS and other 

language tests is available from the Head of Educational Support, Miss Karen Keane (kak@charterhouse.org.uk).  

The UK Council for International Student Affairs (UKCISA) was established to protect the interests of 

international students by providing advice and information directly to students, and by supporting the work of 

staff in colleges and universities through advice, information and training. The website, www.ukcisa.org.uk 

provides comprehensive and up-to-date guidance notes for international students.  
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Key Dates 

Date Events 

January 2017 Higher Education Presentation to First Year Specialists 
House Group Sessions in HE & Careers Department 

4 February 2017 Higher Education Presentation to Parents of First Year Specialists 
After Charterhouse issued to pupils and parents 

19 February 2017 Oxford and Cambridge Universities 
Preliminary Information Session for all interested pupils and parents (7.30pm), LT 

26 February 2017 Medical and Veterinary Applications 
Preliminary Information Session for all interested pupils and parents (6.00pm), LT 

28 February 2017 International Higher Education 
Presentation to interested parents and pupils (7.00pm), Hall 

CQ 2017 Open Days and Taster Courses 
Drafting of personal statement 

26 April 2017 Briefing for pupils on open days and university visits 

28 April 2017 House Group Sessions with Higher Education Advisors 
Personal statement writing introduced and discussed 

June 2017 Preparation of Choral and Organ Scholarship applications to Oxford University 

26 – 27 June 2017 University Preparation Programme 
Information sessions and workshops covering all elements of Higher Education 

Summer 2017 UCAS application form to be completed during the summer vacation 

September 2017 Personal Statement to be finalised 

September 2017 Registration for University Admissions Tests 

29 September 2017 INTERNAL DEADLINE: Oxbridge, Medical and USA Early Decision 

1 November 2017 University Admissions Tests 
Additional tests in School for selected courses 

2 November 2017 INTERNAL DEADLINE: All other UCAS applications 

3 November 2017 INTERNAL DEADLINE: All remaining USA applications 

November 2017 
Interview Training Programme 
Optional training with external company DUO in addition to practice interviews 
within departments 

December 2017 Oxford and Cambridge interviews 

April 2018 Selection of firm and insurance choices via the UCAS system 
UCAS Extra operates (February – July 2018) for those with no offers at this stage 

July / August 2018 

IB Diploma Programme Examination Results (5 July 2018) 
Cambridge Pre-U / A Level Examination Results (16 August 2018) 
UCAS Clearing and UCAS Adjustment operate for those wishing to consider 
other vacancies 



 

 

HIGHER EDUCATION AND CAREERS 

CHARTERHOUSE 
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For further information please contact: 

 Higher Education 
+44 (0)1483 291605 

careers@charterhouse.org.uk  

Careers 
+44 (0)1483 291606 

careers@charterhouse.org.uk  

www.charterhouse.org.uk 

Registered Charity No 312054 
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