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There are so many things we can take for granted. Protection before the law, safety, 

education, comfortable homes and school Houses, access to food, water, medicine, 

electricity. Yet millions around the world live without these basic assurances, and 

are at constant fear of losing their freedom, being tortured, and even having their 

life taken away. 

Welcome to the Amnesty International Chapel Service. 

Amnesty is an international organisation that campaigns against the violation of 

human rights. Its 7 million members around the world volunteer, fundraise and 

advocate against governments and individuals that thrive on death, suffering and 

human harm. With this in mind, our message to all of you today is very simple - even 

the smallest actions can have huge effects - we all can make a difference in shaping 

our society by protecting these human rights. 

The Universal Declaration of Human rights was established on the 10th December 

1948. The entirety of the United Nations - all of its 192 Member States have become 

signatories to its 30 articles that outline the basic standards of living for all human 

beings - what we call human rights. 
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In a moment, you will hear from members of the Amnesty International Society 

describe the constant efforts of many governments and individuals around the world 

to degrade and erode these fundamental human rights - and the small things we all 

can do tackle them. 

The first and perhaps the most important universal human right is the right to life. 

And the death penalty epitomises human rights violations. 

In Iran, the death penalty can be used on children as young as 9. Between 2005 and 

2015, at least 73 young offenders were executed. And as many as 160 more are 

facing a public execution by hanging. 

In nearby Saudi Arabia, close to 200 people are executed each year based on Shari'ah 

law by the archaic method of beheading. On the 11th July, father-of-two Yussuf Ali 

Mushaikhass was executed based on “confessions” obtained under torture. His family 

only finding out about execution after seeing a government announcement on 

television. 

Capital punishment can and must stop. 
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Today, hundreds of asylum-seekers, refugees and migrants are being forcibly 

returned from Russia to Uzbekistan, and brutally tortured. 

Two years ago, Uzbekistani film producer Mirsobir Khamidkariev was sitting in a taxi 

outside a pharmacy in Moscow. He was waiting for his wife to pick up some 

medication for their seven-month-old son. Mirsobir was then arrested by Russian 

agents, illegally detained and tortured, before being transported back to 

Uzbekistan. 

For the following two months, these Russian security agents systematically tortured 

Misobir - knocking out his teeth, breaking his ribs and beating him until they 

extracted a confession, with which they then charged him with “anti-state crimes”. 

A court sentenced him to an 8 year prison term in a remote prison camp - where he 

remains today. 

Many Russian prisons are still housed in former Soviet GULAG camps in remote parts 

of Siberia, often impossible to reach for families who want visitation. 

In transit, twelve or more prisoners are cramped into a windowless compartment 

designed for 4 in train carriages called Stolypins. 
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International investigations have called this ‘cruel, inhuman and degrading’ 

treatment - a violation of Article 5 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. 

According to Amnesty, these prisoners are “confined to overcrowded train 

compartments and spend days or even weeks without contact with the outside 

world, once they are in transit, prisoners become invisible, their suffering 

unmitigated and unseen." 

Degrading treatment can and must stop. 

In dozens of cases, Amnesty International’s research revealed how police employ 

illegal tactics to install fear and prevent justice from taking its course. Police 

officers have raided relatives’ homes to stop them from showing up at court 

hearings, harassed witnesses to prevent them from testifying and intimidated those 

who managed to be heard inside the courtroom. 

In Jamaica on the 20 January 2014, Nakiea Jackson, was shot dead by police officers. 

The police alleged that he pointed a gun at them first, but their claims are 

contradicted by a witness, who says Nakiea, who was serving food at a blood bank 

at the time was unarmed. A police officer was charged but not convicted over the 

murder, because the preliminary inquiry was dismissed after a key witness failed to 
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appear in court. The witness later told the Jackson family that they were too scared 

to attend. 

You have heard a few of the great injustices that plague our world - yet this is what 

can be done to stop them. 

Shackelia Jackson, Nakiea’s sister, received over 6,000 tweets, emails and letters 

supporting her case against police intimidation and fear tactics. This kind of public 

support is essential to continue her case - to know that she is not alone in upholding 

the basic principles of fair treatment, and protection against this kind of brutality 

committed by people of authority and power 

Police brutality and intimidation can and must stop. 

16 year old Zaynub in France first heard about Noura’s impending execution on the 

news. Noura, also 16, had been forced into marriage against her will and raped. 

When she was raped for a second time, Noura fought back and killed her husband in 

an act of self-defence. She was sentenced to death by Sudanese courts. When 

Zaynub heard about this injustice, she started the #JusticeforNoura campaign, which 

has amassed millions of signatures worldwide and has put pressure on the 
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government of Sudan and many others around the world to prevent the execution of 

Noura, and many like her.  

Zaynub spoke out against a practice she disagreed with, and has played a part in 

stopping the appalling practice of execution of minors. 

This year also marks the sixth anniversary of blogger and activist Raif Badawi in Saudi 

Arabia. For creating an online forum for debate and discussion, Badawi was charged 

with 1000 lashes and a 10 year prison sentence. 

His lashes were to be conducted 50 at a time, every Friday, in public. After the first 

instalment of lashes, Badawi developed severe hypertension - a life threatening 

condition. With 950 lashes still to be carried out - his survival is doubtful. 

Again, thousands of people around the world have campaigned with Raif’s wife, 

Ensaf, to save him. Petitions have been signed, governments contacted, and slowly 

Raif’s freedom is becoming evermore realistic. 

Torture and oppression can and must stop. 

The death penalty, torture and degrading treatment is the ultimate denial of human 

rights, and has been proven to have no effect on deterring crime. Yet in a time when 

hope can seem thin on the ground, it is perhaps comforting that in 2017, the number 

of executions declined by 4% compared to 2016 and the number of death sentences 
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fell by 17% partly due to the pressure of Amnesty International and other human 

rights groups. 

These changes are a direct result of people, around the globe, standing up for the 

basic standards of living for human beings. Amnesty International, along with its 

membership of over 7 million people, has been campaigning to stop the death 

penalty since 1977, and one day it will be scrapped everywhere. 

In our school environment, it may seem hard to see how we can even start to tackle 

these issues. We can all make a difference, even if it seems small. But if we do 

nothing - nothing will change. 

==PAUSE== 

Later today, you will receive an email with a petition attached. Earlier we 

mentioned Noura - the 16 year-old being sentenced to death. She has only 2 days 

to live. The petition asks Sudanese Courts to stop the execution taking place and 

has already amassed close to a million signatories.  Signing the petition takes less 

than a minute - but could save Noura’s life. 

Please can we stand to sing Hymn 133 


