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 14 December 2017 
 
 
Dear Parents 

 

I hope that the coming weeks will provide plenty of opportunities to spend time with your 

children. As you have probably detected, they all need a proper rest at the end of a very busy 

Quarter. But, as headmasters are expected to write, as well as rest and recreation over the 

holidays, they should set aside some time for studying too, particularly those with trial 

examinations in January. 

 

Together with this letter I am including a report on OQ taken from my End of Quarter 

Headmaster’s Address. There is also an important information sheet which I hope you will take 

the time to read.  

 

I am also enclosing an invitation to next Quarter’s Charity Dinner on Saturday 10 March. This is 

being organised by the School Monitors in support of FQMS, a charity supporting medical 

schools in Palestine. 

 

Please could I also ask you to bear in mind the following matters in the Quarters ahead: 

 

We are concerned that some of our pupils are returning to School tired after weekends at 

home. This has been particularly noticeable amongst older pupils who have attended parties 

over recent Leave Weekends.  Please would you do what you can to ensure that your children 

return well rested after a weekend away from School and prepared for a busy and productive 

week.  

 

The widespread adoption of online shopping has brought about a significant increase in the 

number of parcels being delivered to pupils. This has resulted in an unwelcome increase in 

traffic on the campus as well as Housemasters and Matrons now having to spend a 

disproportionate amount of their time dealing with deliveries. Wherever possible, please would 

you ensure that your child has parcels delivered to your home address and please note that the 

delivery of fresh food to boarding houses is not allowed.  

 

When I addressed the School at the end of last week I told the pupils that it has been a great 

honour to be their Headmaster this year and I thanked them, Brooke Hall and the wider School 

staff for their support. I am also particularly grateful to three of my colleagues who have had to 

step into different roles for the year: Mr Kazi, Mr Allen and my PA, Mrs Martin. I have also felt 

very well supported by you, as parents, and would like to thank you for your encouragement 

and many kind comments. 
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In January, we are looking forward to the arrival of Dr Peterken as our new Headmaster. I am 

sure that he will be made to feel very welcome. He knows Charterhouse well and it is partly his 

affection for the School which is bringing him back. The School’s strategic ambitions are also an 

attraction for him but, as I told the pupils last week, he is, first and foremost, a school teacher 

with particular passions for sport and music and they can look forward to him showing an 

interest in all that they do. 

 

With very best wishes for Christmas and the New Year. 

   

Yours sincerely 

 
Andrew Turner 
 
  
+44 (0)1483 291601 
  
www.charterhouse.org.uk 
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ORATION QUARTER 2017 SUMMARY (FROM THE HEADMASTER’S ADDRESS) 

 

Social Responsibility 

 

The School’s ‘Charity of the Quarter’ has been Shooting Star Chase and I expressed gratitude to 

pupils who had organised fundraising activities to support this important local children’s 

hospice. This Quarter’s Mufti Day was for Mary’s Meals and the Daviesites Triathlon raised over 

£6,000 for Challengers, a local disability charity. Next Quarter’s House Charities Week will 

enable all the Houses to show their charitable interests and spirit. 

 

I thanked Mr Nicholls for developing the School’s wide-ranging Citizenship programme, which is 

now part of the Remove curriculum, as well as offering a whole host of engaging talks and 

events across the School. Speakers this Quarter have included the equality campaigner Laura 

Bates, the psychologist Dr Aric Sigman, the entrepreneur Peter Higgins, and the inspiring Junior 

Smart of SOS UK.  

 

The 2018 Alastair Ramsay Award for International Social Responsibility was launched in the 

penultimate week of Quarter with a return visit from OCs Euan McDougall (W13) and Katie 

Hastings (P15), who shared the award last year. They both used their funding to go to Africa. 

Euan joined a project providing vital cooking equipment to some of the most deprived 

communities in Rwanda; Katie was in Zanzibar, engaged in both teaching and environmental 

work. The prize is open to any Specialist or young OC who wants to undertake socially 

responsible work abroad during their holidays or gap year.  

 
Sport 
 
The School’s Football teams played almost 200 matches this Quarter, winning half of them. The 
boys’ 1st XI enjoyed notable wins over Highgate, Shrewsbury, Westminster and Winchester. 
They also reached the plate final of the ISFA National Sixes which we hosted in September. The 
girls’ football team won eight of its fixtures as well as reaching the quarter finals of the ISFA 
National 7-a-side tournament held at Charterhouse in October. The School’s outstanding teams 
were the 4th XI, which enjoyed an unbeaten season, and the U14A and U14F XIs which only lost 
one match between them. Senior House Football was won by Weekites, Junior House by 
Saunderites; ‘Tics was won by Saunderites and Weekites were the Yearlings champions. 
   
In Hockey, the girls won 6 of their 10 matches this Quarter, whilst the U16 boys indoor squad 
reached the southern regional finals. 
 
The House Cross Country relays were closely contested with wins for Saunderites in the Senior 
and Junior Boys, Verites in the Senior Girls, and Robinites in the Inter Boys.  The overall winners 
were Daviesites who beat Verites into second place by just 4 seconds. 
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In Fives, there were good wins for the boys’ senior pairs against Westminster and Lancing 
whilst the girls won against Holyport College and Lancing. The Yearlings have had only one 
defeat in their matches thus far. 
  
The Shooting teams were outstanding this Quarter, enjoying successes in the English Schools 
Long Range Challenge, the Cadet Skill at Arms meeting and at the British Schools’ Winter Open 
in which Caius Patel (B/2YS) was overall individual winner and Charterhouse won both the 
Team Fours and the Senior Pairs. 
  
In Squash, the 1st V has qualified for the second stage of the National Schools knockout cup, 
and an impressive U15 squad has also qualified for the second stage of its own competition. 
The U14s also show promise: they enjoyed wins over Eton and Winchester. The girls’ squad 
beat St Catherine’s and Epsom and also entered the National Schools competition for the first 
time, competing well against King’s Canterbury, Benenden and Downe House.  
 
In Swimming, the senior boys were undefeated in their last three matches, whilst the U16 
Water Polo team won 5 out of its 6 matches in the last two rounds of the London Schools 
League. 
 
There were also fixtures this Quarter in Badminton, Basketball, Golf, Lacrosse, Rowing and 
Rugby Union amongst other sports.  
 
Over the holidays our Racquets players are competing in the Public Schools Singles 
Championships, our skiers at the Independent Schools Ski Championships and our senior 
squash squad is on a tour of New York. 
 
Art and Drama 
 
This Quarter’s New York Art and Design trip saw 29 pupils investigating the city and its art. Their 

ideas were then developed in an exhibition in Studio at the end of Quarter. This year’s Fete de 

Noel saw another stunning collaboration between the Art, French and Music departments in 

Concert Hall. 

 

In the Ben Travers Theatre, this year’s Lack of Talent raised £4,500 for charity with an evening 

of excellent music. Also before Exeat, Saunderites and Robinites produced House plays which 

were skilfully directed and highly entertaining. These productions were followed by the Second 

Year Specialist Drama and Theatre division’s presentation of an outstanding devised piece on 

the subject of Alzheimer’s Disease.  A near packed house witnessed an inventive, touching and 

powerful production which held the audience rapt from beginning to end. 
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Immediately after Exeat, the Groundlings joined performers from three other schools to 

present a half hour version of Macbeth at G Live in Guildford as part of the Schools Shakespeare 

Festival, the largest festival of its kind in the world.  All the boys performed exceptionally well 

and enjoyed richly deserved praise. 

 

To end the Quarter’s drama, two pastiches of Shakespeare were presented, Henry Xth part vii 

and All’s Well That Ends As You Like It.  The difficulty of these pieces should not be under-

estimated and, with limited rehearsal time, the casts did well to provide some memorable 

performances and the required comic timing. 

 

Music 

 

It is argued that the quality of music making this Quarter reached new heights and, while it is 

almost taken for granted that certain individuals will produce outstanding performances every 

year, it was the high quality of the larger orchestral and choral groups that fuel this claim.  The 

Chapel Choir was on fine form this Quarter and the Symphony Orchestra, with all its myriad 

components, played as a unified whole with a single musical voice that would be the envy of 

many adult orchestras. 

 

Musical events included composers’, junior ensemble and Jazz Band concerts, a piano 

competition and, of course, carol services both here and at Sutton’s Hospital in London.  Other 

highlights were a House Singing competition, deservedly won by Hodgsonites, and a wonderful 

Evening Recital of Shumann by Christian Pethick (g/2YS). Max Kam’s (H/2YS) playing this 

Quarter, not least his concerto performance in the Christmas Concert, has reinforced his 

reputation as one of the finest clarinettists here for decades.  

 

Mr Blatchly’s inspirational direction of Candle-lit Carols brought a welcome innovation in the 

form of instrumental colour accompanying the choir with a particularly beautiful performance 

of Vaughan Williams’ Fantasia on Christmas Carols.  The Christmas Concert on the final Sunday 

of Quarter was outstanding:  Tim Lam (H/2YS) gave an eloquent introduction to the sinister 

history behind the composition of Shostakovich’s 8th String Quartet, which was then played 

with immense energy by him, Aster Chun (g/2YS), Benedict Wong (G/5th) and Henry le Feber 

Robertson (S/5th). The Chamber Orchestra played with refined elegance and insight under the 

baton of Mr Parsons, and Aster Chun and the Symphony Orchestra performed the first 

movement of Tchaikovsky’s monumental Violin Concerto. Both soloist and orchestra played 

with great musical sensitivity and impressive technical control. It is rare for a school to have a 

pupil capable of performing at this level and equally rare to have an orchestra that can do the 

soloist justice without a raft of supporting teachers or professionals.  
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Farewells 

 

At the end of Quarter we said goodbye to two beaks. 

 

Mr Furness-Gibbon joined the English Department in September to cover for Mr Hall’s 

sabbatical this Quarter. In his short time at Charterhouse Mr Furness-Gibbon made an 

extensive and varied contribution to School life, particularly as an English beak with a passion 

for Austen and as a tutor in Verites and Stainers. He has left to take up a post at Epsom College. 

 
Mr Hewitt joined Charterhouse’s Design Technology department for this Quarter, contributing 
his comprehensive knowledge of the workshop and his interesting project ideas to the creative 
output of this busy department. He has left to join the DT department at Kingston Grammar.  
 
 
 
Scroll down for 
 
Appendix B: Prizes Awarded OQ17  

Appendix C: Information sheet 
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PRIZES AWARDED OQ17 
 

ADDITIONAL FOUNDATION SCHOLARS 
Moosa Harraj (H) 
Oliver Kristensen (V) 
Cyprien Roche (H) 

 
SENIOR FOUNDATION SCHOLARS 
Jonathan Stocks (S) 
Max Kam (H) 
James Vance (G) 

 
HONORARY FOUNDATION SCHOLARS 
Intan Abdullah (g) 
Yasmin Broersma Lamouini (H) 
Sonia Chui (F) 
Adelina Dan (H) 
Freddy Fan (F) 
Anton Grischechkin (W) 
Sarah Hui (S) 
Kristen Lau (S) 
Vanessa Lock (P) 
Ludovico Matildi (H) 
Richard Su (F) 

 
HEADMASTER’S PRIZES 
Awarded for obtaining A* results in all 9 
subjects at (I)GCSE 
Ahmed Abdulai (D) 
Tifeoluwa Austen-Peters (g) 
David Campbell (P) 
Aidan Chan (W) 
Michael Freeman(S) 
Milo Knatchbull (L) 
Matteo Loria (B) 
Alexandre O'Callaghan-Brown (R) 
Tor-Christian Olafsson (L) 
John Reeve (R) 
Aaron Sahdev (V) 
Max Say (B) 
Andrew Shin (L) 
Christopher Tsang (S) 

 
 
Scroll down for 
Appendix C: Information sheet 

RESEARCH ESSAY PRIZES 
Lee Prize 
David Galindo Cutillas (g) 

 
Unnamed Prizes 
Anton Grischechkin (W) 
Christian Pethick (g) 
Hannah Jonsson (P) 
Jonathan Stocks (S) 
Ruwan Silva (G) 
James Vance (G) 

 
HISTORY 
Mark Loughlin Prize 
Ed Halford (P) 
 

CHEMISTRY 
Mabbott Prize 
Stefan Mircea (H) 

 
Peacocke Prize 
Rebecca Taylor (D) 

 
PIANO PRIZES 
Ehrman Senior Prize 
Owen Chan (S) 

 
Ehrman Junior Prize 
Michael Huang (G) 

 
VSH Russell Open Prize  
Juliette Li (B) 
 
VSH Russell Junior Prize 
Gloria Liu (W) 

 
Thatcher Open Prize 
Oliver Rockall (V) 
 
GREYHOUND AWARD 
Aster Chun (g) 
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IMPORTANT INFOMATION 
 
Drugs 
 
Recent media reports have highlighted the widespread availability of drugs and the potential 
consequences of their misuse. Our experience tells us that we cannot expect our children to be 
immune from these temptations and risks. 
 
The School’s drugs education programme, which is organised by Mr Wilson (Assistant Head, 
Wellbeing), addresses all year groups at different points during the academic year. Next 
Quarter we will be educating the Fourths, Fifths and First Year Specialists on this vital topic. 
 
We would also like to help you, as parents, by providing information and advice. On Friday 2 
February, between 5pm and 6pm, there will be a Pastoral Parents’ Briefing given by former 
Yorkshire drugs squad officer, Mr Dave Parvin.  This will be after a day of training for key staff, 
and just before he speaks to the Fourth Form.   
 
The following information may also be helpful to you: 
 
It remains the case that cannabis is by far the most frequently used illegal drug in the UK.   
Within this category, ‘skunk’ has become very popular in recent years.  Often it is grown 
domestically.  This is a very potent, modified form of cannabis which has a high concentration 
of THC.  There are clearly established links to elevated risks of psychotic illness from the use of 
the stronger forms of cannabis which now dominate the street market. 
 
You may be interested to see this summary from the Royal College of Psychiatrists: 
 
http://www.rcpsych.ac.uk/healthadvice/problemsdisorders/cannabis.aspx 
 
After cannabis, the current music festival substance of choice is Nitrous Oxide.  This comes in 
small cylinders and is often sold online as “cream chargers”.  It produces a head-rush not unlike 
glue-sniffing or amyl nitrate – the analogous drugs for an earlier generation.  Although it is 
perceived by many young people as harmless, alongside the desired euphoria come dizziness 
and sometimes hallucinogenic effects.  This depressant can be particularly risky when taken 
alongside alcohol. 
 
The drug which perhaps most worries medical professionals and law-enforcement officials at 
the present time is MDMA, most commonly sold as ‘Ecstasy’.  There are many risks associated 
with this drug, inter alia: it is rarely pure and can be mixed with potentially fatal substances 
such as PMA; temperature regulation problems; paranoia; panic attacks; liver, kidney and heart 
problems; it is very easy to overdose. 
 
After these ‘top three’, ketamine, which originated as an anaesthetic for animal and human 
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operations, as well as the long-established cocaine are both widely available.  Lastly, there are a 
host of synthetic drugs which were made illegal under the Psychoactive Substances Act (2016).  
It is worth noting that ‘Spice’ or ‘Black Mamba’’ are synthetic cannabinoids which are up to 100 
times more potent than organic cannabis and can be fatal.   
 
If you would like to find out more, the following resources might be helpful.  The first is 
directed at adults; the second is more orientated towards teenagers: 
 
https://www.nhs.uk/livewell/drugs/Pages/Drugshome.aspx 
http://www.talktofrank.com/ 
 
Safeguarding 
 
The safeguarding of pupils lies at the heart of what we do. It is important that parents know 
how the School defines and deals with concerns in this area, so please would you read the 
following documents: 
 
Safeguarding and Child Protection Policy 
 
Anti-Bullying-Policy 
 
In addition, Surrey Police have recently issued a warning to all schools in the county about the 
circulation of illegal images amongst teenagers. Please support the School in its more general, 
ongoing efforts to educate pupils about the internet and social media by having regular 
conversations with your child about the benefits, dangers and legal implications. Links to a 
wealth of information can be found here: 
 
http://www.charterhouse.org.uk/Parent-Esafety-Information 
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