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Dear Parents 
 
It is a great pleasure to be back at Charterhouse after nearly a decade away working in Cheltenham. In 
just the first few days of the Quarter getting underway I have been reminded of the great beauty of 
the School campus, the vibrancy and inquisitiveness of the pupils (I have already been asked plenty of 
challenging questions over lunch in two different Houses!) and the calibre and commitment of the 
teaching staff, who deliver the all-round education that we seek to provide for each and every pupil.   
 
Fifth Form and Second Year Specialists have already been busy with trial examinations with many 
of the latter receiving plenty of offers from competitive universities; they are now receiving careful 
advice on which to accept. As I said to pupils at the start of Quarter assemblies, it's so important that 
everyone is ambitious for themselves and feels encouraged about how far they have already come. We 
will only ever ask them to be the best they can be, no matter which year group they are in, but for the 
year groups sitting public exams this summer, setting sights on at least achieving, if not exceeding, 
their predicted grades is a great target to have in mind. 
 
Yet the Charterhouse education is about so much more than just examinations; we are also seeking to 
prepare teenagers for adult life in terms of their personal development, their emotional health, their 
ability to cope with challenges and be adaptable to the new careers of the future that perhaps we 
cannot even imagine. The breadth and depth of boarding school life provides so much in this regard.  
 
Over the Christmas holidays our skiers participated in the Independent Schools Ski competition in Les 
Deux Alpes with some impressive team and individual performances including Max Fairfull (R, H) who 
took Gold in the Boys’ (U16) Giant Slalom, the Senior Giant Slalom Team securing Silver overall and an 
all-girls’ team coming fifth in the Slalom.  The boys' squash team had a successful tour to the US, 
playing in New York, New Jersey and Connecticut and six of our Duke of Edinburgh Instructors 
undertook training in Snowdonia and are now ready to lead and assess the pupils in a range of remote 
environments and conditions.  We will be holding the next of our Parenting Teens Workshops on 
Saturday 20 January from 9am to 1pm in Crown.  Some places are still available, so to sign up please 
just follow this link:  http://www.lets-talk.uk.com/bookings 

There has been much progress on the Science and Maths project over the Christmas break with the 
building now effectively water-tight and the impressive chimneys in place. This means the internal 
work has begun with the underfloor heating and screed complete and the M&E work started.  The 
laboratories and hashrooms are starting to take shape and the building will be a major addition to our 
facilities when it opens in September 2018. This building is the start of an ambitious new infrastructure 
master plan that has been approved by the Governors. It consists of over 30 projects and includes 
teaching facilities, boarding houses, social spaces and support areas.  Clearly this work will take a 
number of years to complete but we have started architectural competitions for the first projects 
which are two new boarding houses and a new reception.  If you would like to hear more about the 
master plan please feel free to contact me or David Armitage, our Director of Finance and Strategy. 

You may have seen in the news that cybercrime is increasing and independent schools have been 
targeted.  Please be aware of this type of fraud and remember that the School will never inform you of 
changes to its banking details by email without appropriate warning and a formal written letter.  If you 
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ever have a concern about a financial matter please contact Vicki Western, the Finance Bursar, or Liz 
See, the Fees Administrator, on ext 681.   

Finally, I am very much looking forward to getting to know more of you in the coming months at 
various matches, concerts, plays and other events and, of course, I will be in touch again with news of 
the School's development and direction in due course. 
 

With warmest wishes 
 

 
 
 
Dr A L R Peterken 
Headmaster 
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